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“There is a last moment with all of us, 
and the wise man and woman are living 
with that fact in view, for the last moment 
is the revelation of life as one has lived it. 
To hear the ‘well done’ of heaven in that 
last moment is life’s perfect victory.” 
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Just Among Ourselves 


We are standing here to tell you that June 17 is not 
far away and every day that passes brings it nearer. 
One of these days before you really think it can be 
possible, it will be here. Now, what we want to ask you 
in a quiet, confidential way, is this: 

Have you secured that new subscriber to send us in 
honor of the founder and first editor of 
this paper, whose birthday we are to 
celebrate June 17? If not, will you not 
get real busy and do so at once? If all our 
subscribers will only send us that one sub- 
scription it would mean the doubling of 
our present subscrip- tion list. Do you not 
think that a fine thing to do? See your neighbor and friend and 
tell him that you want to help him to become acquainted with 
the oldest and one of the best religious newspapers in the world; 
that it will help him to prepare himself for a larger and better 
service for his church and the community in which he lives; that 
it will help him to a world vision for service which will bring to 
him a joy that can come to him in no other 
way. Stand right up before him with torch in 
hand, (a copy of The Herald of Gospel Liberty), 
and explain in a definite way just why he 
should have his church paper in his home and 
why he should read it after it | is there. Show 
him how he is out of touch 4 with the work of 
his church and the larger and better things by his neglecting to 
subscribe, which can not help but be a great loss to .him in his 
Christian life. 








Be wise in your manner of approach, logical and con- 
vincing in your argument, and persistent in your effort. 
Thank him ‘when you receive his subscription and he will 
thank you for inducing him to become a subscriber when 


once he has become an interested reader. Just to convince you 
that we are correct in our statement, we will allow some of our 
interested readers to speak for themselves without any solicita- 
tion on our part. 


Testimonials 


I consider The Herald one of the best of fourteen papers that 
come to me. W. H. CHAU. 
Utica, N. Y. 


I certainly enjoy The Herald more than any other paper that 
comes to our home. Mrs. FRED HOUTZ. 
Roanoke, Ind. 


I am eighty-three years old and have read The Herald sixty years 
and want to read it as long as I can read anything. 
Branchville, N. C, Mrs, MATILDA VAN ATTA, 

Our evidence is in and is without flaw. We have proven 
our point. Now, get the subscription at the earliest date possible 
and forward it to us before June 17 in honor of our deceased 
hero. We believe you will do it and thank you in advance for 
your fine spirit of co-operation. 

A. F. CHASE, Circulation Manager. 














Deaths 


Mrs. Ida Lambert was born in LeRoy Township, 
Boone County, Illinois, December 4, 1855, and departed 
this life May 11, 1925, at the age of sixty-nine years, 
five months, and seven days. She was a member of 
the Capron Christian Church. Funeral services were 
conducted by the writer, May 15. 

R. W. PITTMAN. 





Mrs. Flora Serena Schaffter was born in St. Clair 
County, Missouri, March 16, 1860, and was married 
to John Schaffter January 18, 1880. She went to her 
rest May 17, 1925, at the age of sixty-five years, 
death coming in a hospital at Decatur, Indiana, as a 
result of injuries sustained when the machine in 
which she was riding was struck by a passing train 
at Monroe, Indiana. She united with the Christian 
Church when she was fifteen years old. When she 
came to Indiana she united with the Linn Grove 
Christian Church and remained true to her faith. 
She was known by all her friends as a most kind 
and cheerful friend and companion, a devoted wife, 
a loving and kind mother. She leaves to look forward 
to a happy meeting, her beloved husband, one son, 
James Oliver Schaffter, Hammond, Ind. ; two daugh- 
ters, Mrs. Cora Bell Young, Livingston, Montana, and 
Mrs. Bertha May Opliger, Detroit, Michigan; also 
four little granddaughters and a little grandson, be- 
s des many other relatives and friends. The funeral 
was held at the Linn Grove Church, conducted by 
the pastor, Rev. L. D. Holaday. The address was 
by Rev. Hiley Baker, Eaton, Ohio, who was a for- 
mer pastor. Interment was made at the Six Mile 
Cemetery. 
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MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


Paul L. Piersall, Merom, Indiana. 

Bertha Driver, 511 North East St., Winchester, Ind. 
L. A. Riley, 28 Amsbry St., Binghamton, N. Y. 

J. A. Reed, 715 S. Walnut St., Muncie, Indiana. 

R. F. Holsclaw, 523% Ohio Ave., Muncie, Ind. 

A. J. Gillette, Madisonville, Pa. 

W. A. Huckell, Lagrangeville, N. Y. 

E. C. Hall, 411 West Seventh St., Erie, Pa. 

S. M. Woods, R. R. 2, West Milton, Ohio. 

J. R. White, 930 N. Elm St., Muncie, Ind, 


NBW YORK WESTERN CONFERENCE 


The one hundred and ninth annual session of the 
New York Western Christian Conference will meet 
with the Parma and Greece Christian Church, Friday, 
June 26, 1925, at ten a. m., Eastern Standard Time. 

The railroad station is Spencerport, N. Y.; either 


steam or interurban. 
Ira L. Peck, Secretary. 
Gasport, New York. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S CONGRESS 


The first annual Young People’s Congress of the 
Miami Ohio Christian Conference will be held in the 
Versailles Christian Church, June 19, 1925. One big, 
happy day is being planned for all the young people 
of the conference. The day’s program is being pro- 
moted entirely by the young people themselves and 
promises to be one of the very best. 

Delegations from the various churches will report 
on goals for the past year. The largest delegation at- 
tending will receive special recognition. The pastor 
and young people of each church should begin now 
to “work up” that delegation. Programs later. 

J. E. Etter, Secretary of Education. 

Greenville, Ohio. 


TIOGA RIVER CONFERENCE 


The eighty-first annual session of the Tioga River 
Christian Conference will be held at the Christian 
Church at Harford Mills, Cortland County, New 
York, June 10-14, 1925. 

Trains arrive from the north via Freeville at 
10:09 a. m. and 1:02 p. m.; from the south via 
Owego, at 8:54 a. m. and 5:43 p. m. over the Au- 
burn division of the Lehigh Valley Railroad. Pur- 
chase railroad tickets for Mills, New York, not 
Harford Mills. 

Delegates intending to attend, please notify the pas- 
tor, C. E. Reep, Harford Mills, New York. 

C. E. Reep, Secretary. 
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Then Why? 


AN EDITORIAL 
Press ot ts COOLIDGE in an address last week to the graduating 


























class of the Naval Academy at Annapolis strongly emphasized the . 

fact that there never before was a time when this nation was less 
likely to be engaged in war than at the present. Because of its natural 
location, because it has no old enemies, and because it has no intention of 
making any new ones, there is no reason wliy the United States should not 
look forward to a long, long era of peace. The President declared: 


It is known of all the world that we have no present or traditional enemies; 
that we covet no territory, harbor no imperialistic designs, and are not arming 
ourselves with the expectation of attacking or being attacked. So far as we can 
look into the future, so far as we can gauge the power and temper of other 
peoples, there never was a time when it was less likely that any other nation or 
combination of nations would or could make any attack on us. 





Then why, in the name of all that’s good and holy, should this nation 
be making such elaborate preparations for war? Why should it be build- 
ing up and maintaining the greatest peace-time military equipment in all 
of its history? Why should it be promoting summer military training 
schools and the R. O. T. C. in our colleges? And why should it be ob- 
serving a Defense Day? If President Coolidge is right in his statement, 
and we believe he is, then it not only is a crime against the peace of the 
world, but it is an utterly silly and stupid thing for this great nation to be 
spending time and money on such military propaganda. 





Propaganda! Propaganda! That is why these things are done. That 
is the only earthly reason at all for them—military propaganda! Not be- 
cause there is danger of war, but to indoctrinate people and work them 
up into a willingness to be taxed for a great military machine. It is not 
only dangerous to carry on such military gestures, it is silly and stupid 
nonsense! 
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THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


About Folks and Things 


We wish that every pastor would send us 
a brief summary of their church report to 
conference—giving the essential and hope- 
ful points for our field news. Make it 
brief, snappy, and newsy—but be sure to 
send it in. 

The Southwestern West Virginia Confer- 
ence will meet at Racine, West Virginia, 
August 6-10, Rev. J. B. Davis president, and 
Brother A. A. Montague secretary. Further 
notice of the conference will be found in a 
later issue. 

From the Portsmouth, Virginia, Star we 
learn that Chaplain H. E. Rountree recently 
conducted the services at the Fourth Street 
Baptist Church in the absence of the pastor. 
Brother Rountree is frequently called upon 
for pulpit supply work and is always well 
received. 

We have just learned of the very serious 
illness of Rev. S. M. Millholland, of Su- 
perior, Nebraska, who has been sick since 
February and is still in a very critical con- 
dition. For a number of years he has been 
working in the Western Convention and has 
been very successful in a number of 
pastorates there. 


Rev. and Mrs. Cleon Swartz, who have 
charge of our church in Danbury, Conn., in 
connection with his postgraduate work in 
Yale Divinity School, attended the Defiance 
Commencement and are visiting for a little 
while in Ohio. He is to supply the pulpit 
next Sunday at Pleasant Hill, Ohio, which 
is Mrs. Swartz’s home church. 

The Hy Shy Ny class of Big Spring 
Church, Western Indiana Conference, Rev. 
A. R. Van Cleave pastor, organized a Chris- 
tian Endeavor society a couple of weeks 
ago under the supervision of Mrs. Fern 
Nowlin, with a complete organization and 
set of officers. The new society enters upon 
its work with real enthusiasm and promis- 
ing outlook. 

The Jireh College has three dozen “Chris- 
tian Hymnaries,” late edition, which are in 
fine condition and will be sold at half price. 
It also offers a church bell, weight 1700 
pounds, at half price of new. Anyone in- 
terested in either should address C. W. 
Pfeifer, Secretary, Jireh, Wyoming. This 
is a splendid opportunity of which some 
church should quickly avail itself. 


Dr. and Mrs. F. G. Coffin left Albany, 
Missouri, this week to begin their trip to 
Europe, where they will attend the Uni- 
versal Conference on Life and Work at 
Stockholm, Sweden, as representatives of 
the Christian Church. They expect to be 
gone a number of weeks and we are hoping 
to have a number of articles from Dr. Coffin 
concerning the conference and his trip. 


Dr. Carlyle Summerbell, Keokuk, Iowa, 
has just had a delightful visit to two of his 
former pastorates in New England, preach- 
ing at the First Christian Church, Fall 
River, Massachusetts, and giving a talk at 





Wolfeboro, New Hampshire. He also wor- 
shiped with our church at Manchester, 
New Hampshire, and preached for the Uni- 
tarian churches there and at Roslindale, 
Boston. 

Shiloh, Dayton, Rev. W. J. Hall pastor, 
last Saturday night held its annual recep- 
tion for the new members received during 
the past year—seventy-seven of them. A 
fine program had been arranged by the 
deacons and their wives. Following the 
week-end services, the pastor and his family 
left on a vacation trip to his old home in 
Vermont where they will spend several 
weeks. He was hurried there at this time 
by the very critical sickness of an uncle. 


By an unfortunate oversight The Herald 
failed last week to state that the splendid 
article by President W. A. Harper was his 
president’s baccalaureate to the students of 
Elon College at the recent commencement. 
But we will not regret this oversight if it 
shall cause our readers to turn back and 
study the article again. Elon had a great 
commencement this year with a fine pro- 
gram. We expect to publish in an early 
issue the baccalaureate sermon given that 
same day at Elon by President A. G. Caris, 
of Defiance. 


Rev. Flora M. Neagles, pastor at Lynn, 
Massachusets, includes a great deal of per- 
sonal work with her other strenuous ac- 
tivities. Beside a large number of calls, 
she has given some 850 hours in Christian 
conferences with individuals in her home 
and at the close of the church service in 
the first half of this year, and she sees great 
results from this line of effort. In a field 
note this week is the description of a very 
unique and beautiful Mothers’ Day service 
which she conducted for the children and 
mothers on this last Mothers’ Day. 


The woman’s missionary society of the 
Shiloh Church, Dayton, has adopted a very 
beautiful custom which might well be fol- 
lowed by other churches. Each Memorial 
Day it places flowers upon the graves of 
the Christian ministers buried in the 
cemetery there. The list includes Elder 
Alexander McLain, founder of the church; 
Rev. Caleb A. Morse; Dr. J. G. Bishop, the 
“grand old man” of our mission work; Dr. 
E. A. McCord, a beloved missionary; and 
the well known Rev. Pressley E. Zartmann. 
And they also place flowers upon the grave 
of Brother John Kaufman who gave the 
ground for the building and was one of the 
liberal contributors to the local work. 


Dr. W. P. Fletcher, who has been con- 
ducting three intensive leadership training 
classes, each of a week’s duration, in the 
Rays Hill and Southern Pennsylvania Con- 
ference, is delighted with the results of this 
new experiment. It seems to us a great 
idea and we hope it can be tested out in 
other conferences also. He attended the 
New Jersey Conference and spent a Sunday 
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with Rev. P. S. Sailer and the Vandeveer 
Park and Hyde Park churches, Brooklyn, 
and was particularly impressed with the 
new work which has been organized at 
Irvington, the new chapel for which is al- 
most ready for dedication. It is in a beauti- 
ful part of the city with no church near 
and has a promising future. 

A delightful Fellowship picnic is being 
arranged for the ministers of the Miami 
Ohio Conference and their families to be 
held at Polk Grove on Tuesday, June 16. A 
brief program will be supplied by the chil- 
dren of the pastors and there will be games 
and a good time for all. Such a gathering 
is heartily to be commended to every con- 
ference. Our conference sessions are be- 
coming more and more strenuous every 
year, with less and less time to spend in 
actual fellowship. The consequence is that 
many of our pastors hardly know each other 
and each others families. Hence The Herald 
wants heartily to endorse the idea of pro- 
moting a closer fellowship and more oppor- 
tunities for active friendship between our 
ministerial brethren. 


There are two articles in this issue to 
which we wish to call very particular atten- 
tion. The one is by Dr. E. A. Watkins, 
beginning a series of very helpful studies 
on the Book of Revelation. This is one of 
the most difficult books of the Bible, the 
misinterpretation of which has led to a great 
deal of absurd doctrine and conduct—such 
as the recent getting ready for the end of 


the world, of which the papers made so 


much ridicule at the time. Dr. Watkins 
approaches the book with a very sane and 
helpful interpretation and we are anxious 
that his articles be carefully followed. The 
other article is one by Brother Hermon 
Eldredge written from one of the historic 
spots in our denominational life. 


In connection with the Summer Confer- 
ence which we have previously announced in 
The Herald, to be held during the entire 
month of August on the campus of Olivet 
College, Olivet, Michigan, the Fellowship 
for a Christian Social Order announces a 
summer school in creative and humanistic 
education—a “school within a school”—de- 
signed especially for college men and women 
students for the purpose of specially con- 
sidering the relationship of all educational 
agencies,. and particularly of our institu- 
tions of education, to the creation of the 
new social order. Mr. J. Stitt Wilson, for- 
merly mayor of Berkeley, California, but 
who for the last six years has been lecturing 
before the colleges and universities of the 
United States and Canada, will have charge 
of this department of the conference. The 
school will open on Monday, August 10, at 
eight a. m., and close on Saturday, August 
22. The afternoons are reserved for rest and 
recreation. This is a conference that should 
appeal to our college students and we hope 
that a number of them may be able to at- 
tend. For registration and further infor- 
mation, address Kirby Page, 311 Division 
Heights, Hasbroucks Heights, New Jersey. 
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How Can the Minister Pay ? 


of ethics for ministers, printed in our issue for 

May 14, makes it incumbent on the minister “to 
avoid debts and meet his bills promptly.” Surely this is 
sound advice, so sound that it is to be taken for granted 
in all ministerial codes even where it is not specifically 
mentioned. Many conferences have vigorously repri- 
manded ministers who have been careless of their finan- 
cial standing and in the habit of making easy debts which 
they found it hard or impossible to pay. The Herald 
heartily endorses this exacting financial standard as be- 
ing absolutely essential to the high and honorable stand- 
ing of the ministry. And yet we are wondering if the 
laymen who approve such a standard, and especially if 
those fine business men of the church who are so intoler- 
ant to the habit of debt making, have ever stopped to ask 
themselves how it is possible for a minister to pay his 
bills promptly and to avoid making debts so long as the 
church which he serves runs behind in the payment of 
his salary? By what quirk of conscience do they raise a 
higher standard for the pastor than they do for the 
church to which they themselves belong? If it is such a 
bad thing for a preacher not to pay his debts promptly, is 
it any less bad for a church to do the same thing—es- 
pecially when the pastor can not do what he ought to do 
until the church does what it ought to do? 


GAIN and again we have known instances in which 
ministers were severely criticized for owing many 

bills in a community when the ugly facts of the matter 
were that their churches owed them more than the total 
of their bills. In other words, the churches were the 
worst and original offenders in the matter of not paying 
their bills promptly; and if they had paid their pastors 
the salary promptly and in full, these ministers could 
have met all of their debts—indeed they could have paid 
cash, and would never have needed to run bills at all. The 
writer was present some years ago at one of our own con- 
ferences when two ministers were dropped from the con- 
ference rolls because of the habit of not paying their bills; 
and yet it was proven on the conference floor that several 
churches were still owing these ministers back salary,— 
in two cases the money having been due for years! But 
nothing was said to the churches and they continued in 
good standing in that same conference! Situations are 
constantly arising in which ministers are accused of not 
paying their debts, and their reputation is shadowed and 
they themselves keenly embarrassed, while at the same 
time the churches to which they have given their faith- 
ful service are owing them money—and seemingly with- 
out any shame or embarrassment whatever to the very 


Os of the rules laid down in the New Haven code 





members who condemn the pastor for not paying his bills. 
We wonder sometimes what kind of a conscience those fine 
Christian business men in the churches have when they 
permit such a condition to continue. Touching this point 
a late issue of the Christian Work says: 


In hundreds of churches the minister has to wait weeks 
and months for his salary. Some churches seem to have no 
ethical conscience whatever and men who, as employers of 
labor, will see—and have to see—that their employees’ wages 
are paid every Saturday night, will, as officers of the church, 
let the minister’s salary get weeks and months behind, and 
then call him mercenary if he even hints of the pressing need 
of it. We have sometimes wondered if it might not be a good 
idea for the denominational headquarters to make a survey 
of the churches in its communion from this point of view of 
the conduct of finances and then publish a black list of those 
which neglected to pay the minister’s salary promptly on the 
last day of every month. Also one would want to say that 
while certainly “as a professional man the minister should 
make his service primary and the remuneration secondary,” 
nevertheless he cannot help but feel sometimes the injustice 
of a situation where a parish pays him a meager impossible 
salary, while the members spend large sums on automobiles, 
cigars, luxuries, and pleasure, and where even the plasterers 
get almost as much in a day as the minister gets in a week. 


HE HERALD does not for a moment exonerate the 
debt-making minister, even if the church is not 
prompt and honorable in the payment of his salary. It 
is as much the. minister’s business and responsibility to 
put the finances of his church upon a strictly honorable 
and business basis as it is to put its spiritual welfare on 
a high plane. In fact the two are so interwoven that 
the one is impossible without the other—and it is his duty 
to look after and plan for both alike. It is his duty also 
to keep his own financial affairs upon a strictly honorable 
and businesslike basis. If he must run in debt, he should 
do so at the bank, paying interest in a businesslike way. 
But if his church cannot meet his salary and its other 
bills promptly, it should do the same thing—borrow 
money as a commercial proposition at a commercial rate 
of interest and honorably discharge its debts to its pastor, 
its janitor, and others. No church should ever permit its 
pastor to go without his salary and its janitor to go un- 
paid and bills to run behind, to the discredit of the church 
and the discomfiture of many. Churches must come to 
have a new sense of honor along this line. The whole 
financial situation needs an entire overhauling in many a 
church. Christian business men must be taught to feel 
a biting sense of shame if the business methods of their 
own church are sloven and if it is any less prompt in the 
payment of its bills and any less jealous of its own busi- 
ness standing than they are in their own private affairs. 
They have been altogether too free and easy to criticize 
the pastor for not paying his bills when at the same time 
the church to which they themselves belonged was guilty 
of the same thing—and guilty because of their own in- 
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difference to church finances or their own slovenly habits of con- 
ducting church business affairs. How can the pastor pay unless 
the church pays first? There come times in the history of almost 
any church when the receipts are not enough to meet the demands; 
but why should not the church borrow money in a businesslike way 
and pay its salaries promptly—the same as any business concern 
or any honorable business man does under similar circumstances? 
It is highly wrong to embarrass the pastor and jeopardize his finan- 
cial standing and reputation simply because the church does not 
find it easy to raise the money promptly. 


That Increased Membership 


OON now it will be the time when most of our churches are 
S making out their reports to conference, and we are glad to 

know that many of them will take pleasure—we hope not an 
undue pride—in the number of new members which they will be 
able to report to the conference this year. We would not be a joy- 
killer; but we do feel that these churches owe it to themselves and 
to the Kingdom to stop and seriously ask themselves whether or 
not this increased membership has really meant increased power 
and increased efficiency. The church has had a great ingathering. 
But what has it amounted to, anyway? 

What has become of the new members that were taken in? 

Have they been attending church services regularly? 


Have they been manifesting any vital interest in Christian 
activities, and have they been taking any real part in the work 
of the church? 


In short, has the great ingathering made any great difference 
to the church—increased its financial and spiritual power, multi- 
plied its benevolences, and enabled it to do larger and finer things 
than it was doing a year ago or two years ago? Or has the in- 
creased membership somehow just dwindled away until the congre- 
gation is about the same size and composed of about the same 
folks as it was a year ago or five years ago; and are the mission 
offerings no larger and is the church giving no more for the col- 
leges and for education, and is it just about as difficult to raise 
the budget as it was before this great increase in the membership? 

If so, then what was it all about anyway? - 


The Herald has reasons which come from many sources to feel 
that these pointed questions are indeed most timely. Again and 
again with reference to various churches we have been asked, 
“What has become of all those members they took in?” And it is 
a legitimate question. Folks have a right to know. It is vital to 
Christianity, this question of whether or not there is any holding 
and keeping power in the Christian religion—or whether it is to be 
taken for granted that church memberships will dwindle away and 
a large percent of them become “dead timber.” 

Again we must emphasize the fact that conservation is just as 
important and far more difficult than is evangelism. It is infinitely 
easier to win a community to Christ than it is to hold them faith- 
Tul month after month and year after year to the services of the 
church and to the spirit and passion of the Kingdom. As one of 
our most prominent pastors writes us: “That is the real problem. 
But no one seems to offer any suggestion as to what to do. I do 
not know that I have ever been a marked success in this particular 
field, simply because I do not know how to do it. Will not some 
cf the brethren please arise and tell us, not how it can be done, but 
how they have actually done it—if they have done it. I am wait- 
ing for further light on the problem.” Who is in a position to an- 
swer that inquiry? Who has actually conserved his large ingather- 
ing and worked it into the very body of his church? We are anx- 
ious that he shall tell us how he did it. The Herald solicits from 
the pastors an exchange of suggestions through its columns. We 
are sure that there are many ministers who would heartily wel- 
come any suggestion or plan that actually works. They realize 
that the loss of membership is one of the most serious defects in 
the whole work of the church, and many of them frankly admit 
that they have not been very successful in curing this defect. An 
amazing percent of their new members soon lose interest in the 
church, and a still larger percent of them content themselves with 
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attending Sunday-school only and never going to a church service. 
There is no use trying to evade such facts. But is there no cure? 
What are you doing to hold your members after they are received? 
Please tell us. 


Learning to Read 

NE of the perils of a democracy is the ease with which any 
QO group financially or otherwise self-interested in opposing 

any project can and many times does carry on clandestine 
propaganda for its defeat. We are all familiar with the manner 
in which the liquor interests instituted and financed a number of 
organizations, many of which were little more than a name and an 
office force, with which to fight prohibition more effectively than 
could possibly have been done by these liquor interests openly and 
above board. “Home Rule Association,” “Home Protective Asso- 
ciation,” “Liberty League,” and many other such innocent-looking 
and sonorious names became the cloak for wet propaganda. The 
more misleading and high-sounding the title, the better for their 
purpose, for the more easily could people be gulled into putting 
credence and weight in their specious arguments. 

To guard one’s self against such well-masked propaganda has 
become one of the duties of every citizen of a democracy. So vast 
and powerful have become the mediums of publicity and influence, 
and so multiple and common have become the practice of promot- 
ing well-disguised propaganda in which the financially interested 
or otherwise biased supporter does not appear, that one must use 
constant care not to be tricked and deceived thereby. Newspapers 
are continually carrying as news matter, as though it were written 
in their own editorial office and from their own impartial view- 
point, material which has been prepared and furnished them by 
some self-interested agency. Such syndicated propaganda is sent 
out by the ton every year, touching almost every important issue 
which comes up for public decision. It is always biased opinion, 
and most of it inspired by either financial or political self-interest. 
The same is true of a vast deal of pamphlet propaganda. One is 
usually left in the dark as to just who is paying the bill, and why. 
Rut one may be sure that sending out such plate matter for news- 
papers and such printed booklets and circulars for general reading 
is expensive business; and furthermore one may be sure that out- 
side of Christian and eleemosynary institutions there are not very 
many organizations or individuals which go to such financial out- 
lay unless they expect to derive some sort of very substantial and 
quite selfish returns. Hence their opinions and their interpreta- 
tions of facts should be read and carefully weighed as having been 
written in the bias of such self-interest. 

One should school himself carefully to appraise all publicity 
matter of whatever kind in the light of the above facts. Far more 
importance should be attached to the views of an uninterested than 
of a self-interested party. Much more weight should be given to 
the opinion and backing of a Christian institution that is working 
without financial recompense for the general welfare of humanity 
than to the opinion of business organizations or other groups 
which are working only for their own good and are directly or 
indirectly interested financially in the subject. Thus there is no 
comparison between the value and the reliability of a statement 
put out by the saloon interests and one put out by the W. C. T. U. 
on the liquor question, just as there is no comparison between the 
value of the editorial and news comment upon the effectiveness of 
prohibition found in the wet and those found in the dry newspapers 
of our country. And just as we have so thoroughly learned to dis- 
tinguish and balance these matters with reference to the liquor 
issue, so with every article and document we read, we must learn 
to weigh and judge its value by the source of its origin and just 
how much its author may be biased and self-interested in the 
cause at issue. In no other way can we arrive at any fair and re- 
liable conclusions in our own mind—such conclusions as every in- 
telligently honest and honorable Christian wishes to maintain. Thus 
to detect spurious from genuine propaganda, the self-interested 
from the impartial viewpoint, is one of the most obvious and at the 
same time most difficult duties thrust upon every citizen because 
of the skillful and elusive schemes of modern propaganda. 
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The Trend of Events 


President Coolidge Safeguards Armistice Day 

Just as The Herald anticipated in our editorial on the subject, 
President Coolidge would not stand for Armistice Day to be con- 
verted into “Defense Day” for a war-propaganda festival as had 
been proposed by the War Department. In a formal announce- 
ment he expressed his dissent to the idea and suggested that the 
Fourth of July would be a more appropriate time. But his public 
statement was devoid of enthusiasm for a Defense Day at any 
time. How could it be otherwise in face of his declaration at 
Annapolis last week, printed on our first page, that “there never 
was a time when it was less likely” that the peace of this nation 
would be disturbed than now? How could he enthuse over a great 
military mobilization such as Defense Day calls for, when his 
heart and his conscience must be deeply alive to the absurdity, yea 
to the peril of such a day? If there is no danger of war, as he 
declares there is not, it is an utterly silly thing and a criminal 
waste of money to pull off a Defense Day program now. What 
sense is there in such a “test” if there is to be no war and hence 
no use for it? What sense is there in marshaling our hosts on 
the Fourth of July when there is not the remotest prospect that 
any of these young chaps or any of these industrial leaders will 
ever be called upon for actual military service? If war should be 
delayed even ten years, by far the major portion of them will be 
too old for the army. Then why all this hubbub display and waste 
of the taxpayers’ money? There is only one reason, and that is 
military propaganda—to spread the military idea and the military 
fever. It is one of the very best ways to do it. 

President Coolidge must feel this keenly. And so his statement 
shows no enthusiasm. He simply “has no objection!” And he 
insists that great emphasis shall be laid upon the fact that the 
whole thing “is purely voluntary” and that the governors shall be 
made to feel that they are free to use their own discretion in the 
matter of calling upon their respective States for participation. 

The whole Defense Day idea is utterly contrary to the Ameri- 
can spirit and to American traditions. But even more than that, 
it is contrary to the good common sense of the American people. 
It seems to them such an utterly ridiculous thing to jamboree 
around like the old Prussian war lords and try to imitate the 
melodramatic puff and show of the old-time German mobilization, 
when there is not the least prospect under heaven that any of those 
engaged in it will ever be called upon for actual war. It is the su- 
preme American burlesque. And as such it is inevitable that it 
will be a fizzle! 


Shall Our Immigration Laws Be Inhumane? 

The Herald is not unaware of how exceedingly difficult it is to 
apply any general law so that it will not work hardship and even 
injustice to individuals in exceptional cases. And yet it would seem 
that certainly enough leeway might be embodied in our immigra- 
tion laws to relieve them of actual injustice and even inhumanity, 
cases of which now and then are reported under our present exact- 
ing machinelike restrictions. If news items are to be accepted as 
reliable, it occasionally happens that aged dependents are deprived 
of their relatives upon whom they must rely for support, families 
are separated, and even mothers are taken from their children, 
simply because our immigration officials insist upon the exact 
letter of the law rather than upon its spirit and intent. 


According to the Detroit Free Press, a case in point has just 
taken place in that city, wherein a forty-seven year old widow who 
has lived in this country twenty years was last week separated 
from her fourteen year old son. The mother crossed the river 
into Canada a few nights ago on a social outing. When she re- 
turned, the immigration inspectors at Detroit stopped her and de- 
manded proof that she had been born in this country. She admitted 
that she was a native of Canada, and investigation developed the 
fact that she had entered this country illegally in 1905. The in- 
spectors informed her that she must return to Canada and live 
there a year before she could seek admittance to our country. But 


when she undertook to comply with this ruling, she learned that 
the Canadian authorities refused to admit into their country her 
fourteen year old boy, who was born in Michigan. Rather than be 
separated from her child, the mother permitted charges to be 
placed against her in order that she might be lodged in jail in 
Detroit. And there at this writing the case rests—with her under 
orders to return to Canada without her child! 

Immigration laws are necessary. But something is funda- 
mentally and monstrously wrong when they are permited to become 
so machinelike and inflexible that the human element and the 
human involvements are lost sight of. They deal with human 
beings, and human hearts and human happiness, and not with 
mere commerce or finance; and they should be instinct with this 
human element and throbbing with human kindness and mercy as 
well as justice. It is a travesty upon law and righteousness when 
two great nations side by side, through the working of their 
immigration machinery, tear a mother away from her little boy at 
the very age when most they need each other! It is a blundering 
and inexcusable inadaptability in any law, or in the execution of 
any law, which can not take care of such cases. 


The Oregon School Law Decision 


The United States Supreme Court a few days ago handed 
down a decision of far-reaching importance, and one that vitally 
effects the movement which had gotten under way in many States 
to eliminate private and parochial schools and compel all children 
to get their primary education under the same common school 
system. Last year Oregon passed a law which required all chil- 
dren between the ages of eight and sixteen to attend the public 
schools of that State. The primary purpose of the law was to force 
the Catholic children to be educated in the public schools instead of 
the schools of that church; and in order to do this, of course it was 
necessary to include Lutheran and other Protestant parochial 
schools as well as private schools for children. 

With the intent of this law, there can be more or less well- 
grounded sympathy. If our Republic is to continue a republic, it 
would seem to be most highly desirable that all of its children re- 
ceive the same kind of an impartial and unbiased public school 
training. If group and bloc segregations and antipathies are detri- 
mental to the spirit and workings of democracy, then it would 
seem to be highly essential that at least childhood be safeguarded 
from such clannishness. But on the other hand, the very essence 
of democracy is a certain high degree of individualism and in- 
itiative. And it would surely prove to be a most serious drawback 
for any democracy if the entire childhood of the nation had to be 
run through the same machinelike system and forged into the 
same pattern. 

It is this latter view which is accepted by the Supreme Court. 
It sees more danger to our Republic embedded in standardization 
of childhood than it does in any class or religious segregation or 
instruction. And major over all of this is its insistence that the 
traditional and foundational principles of religious liberty shall be 
preserved in this nation, together with the primary right of the 
parent to the control of the child so long as that control does not 
impinge upon the actual individual good of the child or the welfare 
of society. The court lays down this principle that— 


The fundamental theory of liberty on which all governments 
in this Union repose excludes any power of the state to standardize 
its children by forcing them to accept instruction from public 
teachers only. The child is not the mere creature of the state; 
those who nurture him and direct his destiny have the right, coupled 
with the high duty, to recognize and prepare him for additional 
obligations. 

However this does not mean that any religious body or other 
organization shall have the right to hold its children out of the 
public schools and then give them only an inferior or dangerous 
type of education. It does not mean that the state abrogates all 
of its rights and authority over so primary a matter as the educa- 
tion of childhood and relinquishes this grave responsibility wholly 
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into the hands of any irresponsible group who may choose to 
operate a school. The state still retains the final authority and the 
right to reasonable regulation and control, as the court says— 

To inspect, supervise, and examine them, their teachers and 
pupils; to require that all children of proper age attend some 
schools, that teachers shall be of good moral character and patriotic 
disposition, that certain studies plainly essential to good citizenship 
must be taught, or that nothing be taught that is manifestly 
inimical to the public welfare. 

Thus the court is trying to find an intermediary way between 
absolute state education and absolute church or group authority in 
educational matters, and it seems to find it in a rather clearly 
defined co-laboration of the two, with the ultimate autonomy in- 
evitably resting in the hands of the state. Thus an end would seem 
to be put to those efforts which seek to compel the elimination of 
parochial schools. 


But The Herald feels that the idea back behind the opposition 
to private and parochial schools is of such primary importance in a 
republic that the matter should not simply be dropped there. If 
this democracy is to continue, it is of elemental importance that 
there be no impassable lines of cleavage between religious and so- 
cial groupys. The American people must be one—one in spirit and 
objective, if not one in ideas. And if our children are to be edu- 
cated in separate and distinct schools, some way must be found to 
do outside of the schoolroom that which might well have been done 
inside of it—amalgamate the various groups and creeds and races 
and make them feel their common kinship and indivisible welfare. 
There can be no question of the momentous importance of this to 
our nation. Some way must be found to overcome the divisions and 
antipathies that so easily arise from racial and religious instruc- 
tion and segregation. It is a greater task than either the Church 
or the nation has yet learned to manage. 
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Not long ago one of the noted Fundamentalists called Dr. Harry 
Emerson Fosdick the “Jesse James of the American pulpit,” and 
a lot more such things. Some weeks ago Professor Machen, one 
of the most prominent of the Fundamentalists and a professor of 
the great Princeton University, wrote an article in which he de- 
clared that the Congregational Church has “in very large measure 
departed from Christian truth.” Such unkindly Christian references 
to opponents are not all monopolized by the one side of the con- 
troversy. A couple of Sundays ago Dr. John Haynes Holmes, the 
noted Liberalist, in his sermon declared that Modernists who would 
not join in the present theological rumpus were “uniformly cow- 
ards” and “plain traitors” and that “the Fundamentalists, who 
know no more than the naked savages of central Africa, are left 
to dominate the churches and hold men in darkness.” All this is 
certainly a beautiful exhibition of Christian tolerance—for athe- 
ists and unbelievers to gloat over! 


oO 


Texas last week preserved her honor among the States! 
Through the unfaltering courage of her officials at Dallas, a mob 
which was attempting to lynch suspects charged with a heinous 
crime was vigorously repulsed. The officials manifested their de- 
termination to enforce the law and give the prisoners the protec- 
tion of the State even if it cost the mob their lives—which it did 
for some of them. But no sympathy need be wasted on those 
who were killed while attempting such a brutal and illegal thing 
as lynching! All honor to the enforcement officials at Dallas! They 
have shown the true American spirit. If all public officers were 
as honestly American and as fearlessly courageous as were these, 
an end would soon be put to lynching and America could take its 
place among the other civilized nations of the earth in this respect. 
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rest of the work of the church in every line. 


other department of the church life. 





Get Satisfaction From Giving 


HERE is always a satisfaction in knowing that the money which we give for the work of the 
7 Kingdom really counts in Kingdom service. 

Church makes possible that satisfaction. You may know just where your money goes and 
that it makes possible a fine service in real Christian service. The literature which we will furnish 
will give you the information as to where all home mission money is used. 


June Fourteen Is Opportunity Day 


We call it opportunity when we accept the challenge that comes in our way. No greater chal- 
lenge has come to the Christian Church lately than will come on the day set apart by The General 
Convention of the Christian Church as Home Mission Day. 
America challenges our church to bear her share of the great work that is being done. Let us feel 
that it is our opportunity because we answer it with an offering which will be history making. 


Home Mission Giving Is Basic 


What we give to Home Missions is entering into foundational work which affects all of the 
Its efficiency program in churches and conferences 
adds much to the future possibilities of the church in every line of its endeavor. Give a great, 
generous offering in all of the churches for this Home Mission Cause and you are aiding every 
Seek to know how much God is asking of you. 


Home Mission Day, June 14 


To give to Home Missions in the Christian 








The whole Christian program in 
































Revelation—The Drama of Human Destiny 
Number One—Introduction to the Apocalypse 


HE Book of Revelation has been quite 
largely a closed book to the average 
reader, if not as much to a large circle 

of its more critical and intelligent students. 
I am not unmindful of the difficulties in- 
volved in undertaking a survey of this won- 
derful piece of literature, nor am I in- 
sensible to the problems that one must face 
in such a study. But I cannot but believe 
that this marvelous word picture, spoken in 
wonderful figure and extravagant symbol, 
was intended to be read and reread and 
understood by the sorrowing and struggling 
hosts of God’s children across the centuries 
of time. It quite evidently was understood 
by those to whom it was written. The 
Seven Churches of Asia had no trouble de- 
ciphering its figure and wonder-inspiring 
symbol, because John was speaking to them 
in terms with which they were quite fa- 
miliar. 

Therefore, in order to understand the 
message of the Book, we must reconstruct 
the conditions and the setting out of which 
the Apocalypse grew. We must know the 
mind of the writer, the thought of those to 
whom he directed his message, and the 
moral, social, and political conditions that 
prevailed at the time the book was written. 
We must necessarily approach the study of 
Revelation from the historical point of view. 
We must know the history that marked the 
close of the First Century, and the currents 
and tides that influenced life in that period. 


The Apocalypse is not a forecast of 
specific events, as some have tried to have us 
believe. It is not an outline of the facts of 
human history. It is not a survey of the 
events of time, anticipating their appearance 
in history. It is not a prophecy of specific 
events, but a great moving, pulsating, throb- 
bing drama of the currents of human be- 
havior and the spiritual forces that have 
operated on and influenced human destiny. 
The Book is “A Philosophy of Human His- 
tory,” an effort to evaluate and reinterpret 
the currents that surge and roll and disturb 
the peace of mankind through the changing 
scenes of time. 


I am assuming that John, the evangelist, 
wrote the book. It was written in the clos- 
ing days of the First Century. John had 
been pastor at Ephesus, and for preaching 
the truth as he understood it, he was 
banished to the rock-ribbed isle of Patmos, 
about forty miles to the west in the Aegean 
Sea. Rome was seeking to exterminate the 
Church. It was the darkest day the early 
Christians had seen. All the powers of evil 
seemed to conspire for the final overthrow 
and suppression of the Christian faith. But 
John was a faithful witness and trans- 
formed the rugged crags of his rock-bound 
prison house into an editorial chair and a 
pulpit with a universal message, and from 
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this vastage point wrote in deathless type 
the immortal letters to the Seven Churches 
of Asia, that have lived across the years, 
and continue to sing to the distracted and 
discouraged of earth, “Be thou faithful un- 
til death and I will give thee a crown of 
life.” Let us give our thinking to the fol- 
lowing considerations: 

1. That Revelation is an apocalyptic 
message. This letter from John on Patmos, 
not only in form, but to a considerable ex- 
tent in content, belongs to a group of writ- 
ings which were widely known and influen- 
tial in the last two centuries before Christ 
and the Frist Century of the Christian Era, 
now generally known as the Apocalyptic 
writings. These made their appearance in 
the perilous days of those crisis years, seek- 
ing to explain the ways of God and the de- 
luge of tears through which they were pass- 
ing. The apocalyptic writings grew out of 
that age-old problem, “How can we believe 
in a good God, in this world, where evil 
triumphs and the people of God suffer?” 

Their only answer was, Evil must be 
overthrown and Good must triumph. All 
prophetic literature makes its appearance in 


FARE FORTH 
FARE forth, My Soul! where ocean rocks 


In wide bewilderment of storm, 
And where the drenching salt wave shocks; 
And mutilating breakers form. 


Fare forth, where all the night is dark 
And blindness takes thee by the hand, 
Where the unkenneled tempests bark 
And crush thee backward toward 
strand. 


the 


Fare forth! Embark on creaking ship 
hat wallows in the ocean brine, 
Nor suffer fear to whiten lip 
Nor once forget thou art divine. 


Fare forth! Fare forth! The tempests call. 
Fare forth and far, where wild winds wail. 
Fare forth to meet the crush and fall 
Of plunging waves. Fare forth, nor fail! 


—William A. Quayle, in 
Central Christian Advocate. 
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stormy times, threatened disaster, and na- 
tional tragedies. The prophet and the 
apocalyptist is a product of his time. Reve- 
lation appeared at a time when fear and 
despair were at their height, when the stars 
were falling out of the sky, foundations 
seemingly were crumbling, and the heavens 
were black with storm and disaster. 

Note the distinction between the prophet 
and the apocalyptist. The prophet spoke 
for the nation and the larger group, the 
apocalyptist for the individual; and thus 
the prominence of individual resurrection, 
judgment, punishment, and rewards. In 
apocalyptic literature the prophet heard the 


Word of the Lord in his heart; the apoca- 
lyptist, in a sleep or rapture, sees a vision. 
The prophet spoke face to face with God; 
the apocalyptist received his instructions 
from angels, or is lifted into a vision of 
ecstasy into heaven. To the prophet, God 
works from within, an Indwelling Spirit, 
bringing about a moral and spiritual trans- 
formation; to the apocalyptist, God is super- 
natural, supernormal, stressing deliverance 
from without, in a mechanical way, by sheer 
force of his own divine power. To him, God 
moves in a magical, miraculous fashion, as 
an irresistible force, coming from without ; 
the apocalyptist has lost faith in the ade- 
quacy of the moral and spiritual forces 
within. To him the order of events is 
fixed, and the saint has simply to watch 
and wait. To him, God is removed from 
the world and sits on a throne dazzling in 
glory and power. But to Jesus and the 
prophets, God’s glory was in his character, 
not in his power nor dazzling brilliancy, a 
within dynamic, speaking to the conscience 
of men, renewing the heart and transform- 
ing the life, a loving, merciful Father, with 
whom men and women can have real fellow- 
ship and communion. 

2. Revelation is a text in escatology. It 
is a treatise on the doctrine of the last days, 
the closing up of this dispensation and an 
immediate deliverance from the power of 
Rome. Throughout the years the prophets 
sighed for “The Day of Jehovah,” when God 
by signal intervention should annihilate for- 
ever the power of their foes and establish 
his people in everlasting peace. The pro- 
phets wrote and spoke usually amid very 
stirring scenes. Great events were passing 
around them. Empires were falling. There 
were revolutions all about them. There 
were desolations and deportations on every 
hand, and to the sensitive ear of the prophet 
of God, these were indications of the foot- 
steps of God, coming in vengeance and judg- 
ment, imminent and immediate, to over- 
throw all that opposed him. All the 
prophets predicted God’s immediate coming 
and the establishment of Jehovah’s reign on 
earth. This was especially true in all the 
apocalyptic writings from Daniel to Revela- 
tion. 

8. Revelation is a product of the stormy 
days of the reign of Emperor Domition. It 
was born of the distress, civil and spirit- 
ual, of the time. It was an age "drunk with 
the blood of the saints, and the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus.” The Early Church was 
passing through its Gethsemane. They 
were following their Master up the rugged. 
hill of sacrifice, and were paying the price 
of her faith on another Calvary. The per- 
secution under Nero had passed. Rome had 
burned and the cry everywhere was “The 
Christians to the lions.” Clothed in skins 
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of animals, worried to death with vicious 
dogs, tarred and burned in the arena, cruci- 
fied. and buried alive, long processions might 
be seen any hour of the day on the way to 
execution. The skies were a lurid hue, 
crimson with the blood of the martyrs. John 
in Ephesus continues true to his message. 
The Seven Churches in Asia are on the 
verge of apostasy. John is banished to 
Patmos to silence his voice. But out of that 
Secret Place of the Most High came the 
letters to the Seven Churches in the 
Apocalypse of John, a vision of sure de- 
liverance, final glory, and triumph, to revive 
their hope, stay their faith, encourage their 
spirits and fortify their endurance. 

The purpose of the message is clear. It 
was to meet the immediate need of the per- 
sons addressed. It was “A Tract for the 
Times.” It was read again and again in, 
the churches. Christianity was fighting for 
its very life. Its back was against the wall. 
The issue had been drawn. It was Lord or 
Caesar. It was a life and death struggle. 
It was the supreme test of faith. The 
Church was not prepared. It needed some 
ringing challenge to loyalty, patience,. and 
abiding faith. The lonely figure yonder 
sensed the need, under God, and sent the 
message, assuring that distracted and al- 
most hopeless band of Christian martyrs of 
the ultimate destruction of the powers of 
evil and the triumph of Christian faith. The 
Word was sent specifically to the Seven 
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Churches, but God intended it for the whole 
Church of all time. 

4. What is the interpretation of the 
Apocalypse? I said it was a message for 
that generation of Christians, But it is 
more than that. It has a message for all 
time, if properly interpreted. But keep this 
fact in mind, that all prophesy is not ful- 
filled. Rome was not destroyed. Nero did 
not return, as predicted. Antichrist did 
not appear. The millennium was not set 
up and the end has not come yet. How- 
ever, Revelation is prophetic in its scope, 
purpose, and end. All prophesy has a 
political background. Many predictions are 
not fulfilled. Coming events are not im- 
portant, but the moral and spiritual truth 
of God is. John predicts that God will deal 
with men and nations according to char- 
acter and conduct, and this has been uni- 
versally verified. The prophet’s predictions 
dealing with God’s purposes for the race, 
moral and spiritual, never fail. ‘God’s pur- 
pose for race can never be narrowed within 
the limits of the petty world, in which 
Judea was the center and Egypt and Baby- 
lonia the extremes.” John evidently was not 
writing human history in advance nor for- 
telling human events. He did see the end— 
the triumph of God’s Kingdom over the 
powers of evil—but he did not know the 
time. That has been left to the councils of 
The Eternal. 

Urbana, Illinois. 


Press, Pulpit, and Pew in Portsmouth 


BY HERMON ELDREDGE 


S the editor in?” 
| “He is not, but I know you and have 

been looking for you.” 

I was in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 
and had been attracted by the sign of the 
Portsmouth Herald and the statement that 
The New Hampshire Gazette, published 
here, was the oldest paper in America, and 
established October 7, 1756. 

My quest for the editor brought me face 
to face with his assistant, Mr. Leland E. 
Brigham, a member of the Court Street 
Christian Church of Portsmouth and the 
leader of the Smith Pioneers, a club of 
boys which had taken the name of Elias 
Smith, the founder of the Portsmouth Chris- 
tian Church, and the originator and editor 
and publisher of The Herald of Gospel 
Liberty as the first religious newspaper in 
the world in Portsmouth in 1808. 

It was news to me to find that the oldest 
regular newspaper in America was also 
published in Portsmouth and, having a “nose 
for news,” I was following the clew when I 
stumbled onto this new pioneer of the 
Christian Church. 

Our conversation, which was much punc- 
tuated by news over the telephone, developed 
the idea that a Joseph Thilbrick knew about 
all I wanted to know about Portsmouth and 
the Christian Church and the sources of in- 


formation regarding the beginnings of The 
Herald of Gospel Liberty, and my friend 
Brigham quickly put me in touch with 
Brother Thilbrick. 

And a goodly guide he proved to be as we 
walked the streets of historic old Ports- 
mouth to the corner where The Herald of 
Gospel Liberty was first printed from the 
same press which printed the old New 
Hampshire Gazette in 1756. And it was 
from a tree on this historic ground that Rev. 
L. E. Follansbee secured the wood which 
was made into a gavel and presented to 








PETITION 


piRect my way that I may know 

The path that leads where thou 
didst go. 

And if my face should cease to shine, 

Then brighten it with love divine. 


And if my soul should lose its song 
In seeing sin, beholding wrong, 
Restrain the tears that seek to fall, 
For I would answer thy dear call. 


Teach me the words, the things to say 
To friend and foe along the way. 
Lead me through life that I may be 
Like him who walks by Galilee. 
—Raymond Kresensky, in 
The Herald and Presbyter. 
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President Coffin of The General Convention 
of the Christian Church at Burlington, 
North Carolina, in 1922. 

One who wanders about old Portsmouth 
and breaths its atmosphere and views its 
old colonial houses and hears its history, 
begins to understand in a fuller way how 
the Christian Church began its fight for re- 
ligious liberty here in its pulpit and pew 
and press. Let us trace some of the matters 
of history which naturally led to the spirit 
and foundation of the Christian Church 
here—its first center in New England. 

Let us recall first that Portsmouth was 
settled three hundred years ago (1623), only 
three years after the Pilgrim Fathers 
landed at Plymouth. However, it had no 
such definite religious setting as Plymouth, 
for Portsmouth and Kittery (across the 
river in Maine) were settled by a hardy 
seafaring folk who sought a livelihood and 
gain as well as political and religious free- 
dom. But the Bible and the prayer book 
were in the inventory of their belongings 
and the Church of England was the first 
center of its devotions. 

Many things bear testimony to the love 
of liberty of these early settlers and their 
historic touch with the other colonies of 
new America. Among these was the visit 
of Capt. John Smith, of Virginia, on a 
cruise of discovery and trade. Another, the 
arrival of Capt. Miles Standish of the 
Plymouth Colony in its days of dire distress 
and the story of how the stores of food from 
Portsmouth helped the Pilgrims. Again, 
the authentic story of an earlier “Paul 
Revere’s Ride” when that famous hero of 
Longfellow’s verse rode to Portsmouth in 
1766—nine years before his famous ride to 
Lexington—to warn the settlers of Ports- 
mouth of the coming of English troops to 
capture their stores of ammunition and how 
this warning roused the Sons of Liberty 
who made their first formal protest to the 
King of England a full nine years before 
the battle of Lexington and burned in 
effigy those who were responsible for the 
hated “Stamp Act.” The doggerel song they 
sang on that occasion is still preserved in 
the archives of Portsmouth: 

“George, my son, you are rich in station 
But I would have you serve this nation.” 

Later the first stars and stripes ever 
affixed to a masthead of the American Navy 
was given to John Paul Jones in Ports- 
mouth by Helen Seavey, representing the 
girls of Portland who had torn up the red, 
white, and blue of their dresses to make the 
flag of thirteen stripes and thirteen stars. 

Record is here found also of the fair trial 
of a Negro and his release after having been 
surrounded by seemingly convincing circum- 
stantial evidence. 

George Washington visited Portsmouth 
after the Revolutionary War and it was, of 
course, a great holiday. The old rector of 
the town was asked how they should greet 
him and with what title they should address 
him in their newfound freedom and democ- 
racy, and the old rector replied that they 
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should address him and introduce him as 
“just George Washington,” that that name 
would speak for itself. 

It was into this atmosphere of native 
freedom and simplicity that the Christian 
Church was born, in 1802, in the home of 
Elias Smith, a Free Will Baptist minister 
who sought with his followers a larger 
liberty; and in 1806, another Christian 
Church was formed across the river in 
Kittery Point, Maine, and a third in Kittery 
in 1843. 

From the first this little band of Chris- 
tians had a seemingly losing fight. Fire 
destroyed their first meeting place and they 
met successively in the Old North School 
House, an old colonial church abandoned by 
the Congregationalists, and the Old State 
House. In the State House services the 
preacher occupied the judge’s stand and the 
deacons were seated on “the lawyer’s bench,” 
and the record says that there was just room 
for them there and no room to spare. 

But persecution followed “the Christians” 
and mob violence threatened their lives be- 
cause fearless Elias Smith and his follow- 
ers committed the unpardonable sin of call- 
ing things by their right names. Stones 
were hurled at the meetinghouse and at 
the preacher as he left it. Guns were fired 
about the house during services and hideous 
noises with drums and fifes and fiddles and 
horns and whistles attempted in vain to turn 
these sturdy pioneers of religious liberty 
back into the beaten path of orthodoxy and 
regularity. 

In the midst of such a clamor The Herald 
of Gospel Liberty was born and edited by 
a preacher who could not be intimidated. 

Like John the Baptist of old, it was a 
“Herald” demanding “Liberty” and the right 
of way for the “gospel,” and was rightly 
and wisely christened by its intrepid founder 
“The Herald of Gospel Liberty,” and for 
one hundred and seventeen years it has stood 
for that same Christian liberty for all men. 

And who knows but in the years to come 
these new Elias Smith Pioneers of 1925 will 
write history in the scroll of the Kingdom 
of God on earth even as their ancestors have 
stood for the faith once delivered to the 
saints. 

“Be still, my heart, 
And sigh no more 
For olden time 
Or holier shore. 
God’s blessing which 
Was then and there 
Is now and here 
And everyy ‘ere. 

So as we “ecord our-gratitude and respect 
and love Zor those pioneers of an earlier 
day, let us remember the “Smith Pioneers” 
of a new day in the old 300-year town of 
Elias Smith, and let us believe that there 
is as good stuff in such lads as Leland 
Brigham, Roland Joyce, Benjamin Gay, 
Henry Hodgdon, Francis Gay, the leaders 
of this new crusade, and the other teen age 
boys who have shown their veneration of 
Elias Smith by taking his name in their 
new pioneer journey into fields of life and 
service. 

Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
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Fireside Dreams 
BY WM. C. ALLEN 


S I sit by my open fireplace I some- 
A times dream. The flame with its 

varied colors flares and leaps within 
the black walls that enclose it. Under the 
spell created by the weird fantasy I dare 
not attempt to resolve, argue, or speak. I 
dream, ponder, contemplate. ‘Contempla- 
tion,” wrote Victor Hugo, “precedes action.” 


We lay the rugged logs on the fire-dogs 
and beneath them place the crumpled sheets 
of paper and little sticks ready for igni- 
tion. The match is applied. The paper 
catches fire. The flame curls into the 
kindling and is communicated to the larger 
wood above. Occasionally a fierce storm 
driving down the chimney overcomes the 
feeble beginning. In such event more 
kindling must be applied; then from the 
smoldering smoke long, quivering tongues 
of fire shoot and sputter about the heavier 
fuel. After the logs have caught fire all 
is well. At first the flame is full of life 
and beauty. Yellows, reds, and blues squirt 
and sizzle and soar up into the blackness 
of the night. Then a quieter period ensues. 
As the heat develops, the fringe of flame 
becomes less demonstrative. As the heavier 
timber burns away, the steady glow in- 
creases. The maximum of vital radiation 
is attained just before the logs disintegrate 
and totter into ashes. Then all is still. 

So is our Christian experience. The 
Spirit of God ignites our affections and in- 
tellects and sets them aflame on his behalf. 
Possibly human fears attack us. We are 
cold. We fail to respond to the torch of his 
mighty love. Again he rekindles us with 
the heavenly spark—we accept it and are 


set on fire for Jesus. The chilling blasts 
of a spiritually. wintry environment are 
overcome. Our faith is seen of all men, as, 
like the viril flame in the fireplace, it pas- 
sionately glows amid the gloom or artificial- 
ities that surround us. Then—if God so 
wills—follow years of spiritual obedience. 
Our fervent heart-beat, our loyalty to 
Christ, expands, and we send forth holy 
warmth and life to misinterpret, apathetic, 
or sorrowing souls. Finally, when physical 
strength shall wane and our minds may 
have almost lost their cunning, our declin- 
ing years may parallel the failing embers 
in the fireplace. Our last days may be our 
best days. They may become the medium 
of imparting heavenly health and cheer to 
others. They may shed the finest warmth 
on behalf of Jesus; they may reveal the 
most generous service of all. 

The reveries of tonight precede the ac- 
tivities of tomorrow. Christ calls his faith- 
ful people to action, action, action. Who 
would not desire the priceless gift of hu- 
man existence if it be consumed on behalf 
of humanity and God? Is it not well even 
in the seemingly unimportant things to 
share our blessings with others? Perhaps 
some tired traveler trudging up the chilly 
street under an inky sky is glad as behind 
the wide-drawn curtains he beholds only 
the reflection of the flame from our glowing 
firesides. His heart may be cheered as he 
remembers the happiness he hopes to par- 
ticipate in a little way beyond. May it be 
true that, 


From our house of dreams, 
Everlasting light 
Through the pitchy night, 

Pours in golden streams. 


The Temptation 


BY BRUCE BARTON 


URING the ceremony of his baptism 
and for the rest of that day Jesus 
was in a state of splendid exaltation. 
No shadow of a doubt darkened his enthu- 
siasm. He was going to do the big things 
which John had done; he felt the power 
stirring in him; he was all eager to begin. 
Then the day closed and night came on, and 
with it came the doubts. The narrative de- 
scribes them as a threefold temptation and 
introduces Satan, in person, to add to the 
dramatic quality of the event. In our sim- 
ple story we need not spend much time with 
the description of Satan. We do not know 
whether he is to be regarded as a personal- 
ity or as a personalization of an inner ex- 
perience. With him or without him, how- 
ever, the meaning of the story is clear. 
This is its meaning, or so, at least, I take 
it: the day of supreme assurance had 
passed; the days of fearful misgiving had 
come. What man of outstanding genius has 
ever been allowed to escape them? For how 
many days and weeks do you think the soul 


of Lincoln must have been tortured? In- 
side himself he felt his power, but where 
and when would opportunity come? Must 
he forever ride the country circuit, and sit 
in a dingy office settling a community’s pet- 
ty disputes? Had he perhaps mistaken the 
inner message? Was he, after all, only a 
common fellow—a fair country lawyer and 
a good teller of jokes? Those who rode 
with him on the circuit testify to his terri- 
fying moods of silence. What solemn 
thoughts besieged him in those silences? 
What fear of failure? What futile rebellion 
at the narrow limits of his life? 


The days of Jesus’ doubt are set down as 
forty in number. It is easy to imagine that 
lonely struggle. He had left a good trade 
among people who knew and trusted him— 
and for what? To become a wandering 
preacher, talking to folks who never heard 
of him? And what was he to talk about? 
How, with his lack of experience, should 
he find words for his message? Where 

(Continued on page twenty-two) 
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At Prayer Time 


My brethren .... my joy and my crown. 


—Phil. 4:1. 
5 


Life’s larger interests must be considered 
in terms of associations and fellowship. 
There are no values that exceed these. The 
greatest assets that anyone can have are 
men and women linked in friendship and 
mutual motive. 

The moral importance of this may be seen 
in some examples. The animal and the man, 
however else they may differ, are far apart 
in their capacities for mutual or reciprocal 
relationships with others of their kind. Ani- 
mal co-operation is extremely limited. Only 
in times of danger is there much of a tend- 
ency for them to aid each other. 

With man it is different. And the higher 
that man rises above the animal the greater 
becomes his appreciation of his fellow-man. 
Here one sees the significance of Christian- 
ity as an expression of the spiritual life. 
The stress of the Christian faith is brother- 
hood. Its motive is love. And the hope that 
it announces to the world is that these ideals 
will finally embrace all mankind into one 
great spiritual family life. 

One wonders if this does not bring out 
a meaning to another of Paul’s expressions 
when he said, The things that I counted loss, 
these now are gain to me. What things had 
he counted loss? Looking at the narratives 
of his life before and after his conversion, 
we think at once of him being a man of 
rank before he became a Christian. He was 
above the most of his fellow-creatures. And 
those who differed with him in faith were 
especially despised by him. In no way 
would he find associations among these 
dregs of humanity. 

But once he gained a new moral sight, 
those whom he had despised he began to ap- 
preciate. He sought their friendship, and 
found it good. And there appeared such a 
wealth of fellowship in persons outside his 
race that he felt the call to be an apostle 
to the Gentiles. 

In other words, his gain was humanity. 


o 


If none knows whence is our laughter 
Nor whence our woe; 

If we know not why we come, 
Nor why we go! 


If we move in a sea of shadows, 
Tf all about were night and pain, 
At feast let us love — other— 
Perhaps it will not in vain. 
sis —Selected. 
oO 


But not all people have yet come to see 
that real wealth is in humanity. Some so- 
cieties place a great many things before the 
importance of human life. The criminal is 
an outstanding example. Unprincipled gain 
is the aim of the bad man. He does not care 
to earn the money he desires. That would 
be too laborious, and too slow a process. He 


wants large quantities of money with little 
effort. If the life of another person inter- 
feres with his desire that life must be 
eliminated. 

Then there are more regular enterprises 
which place the element of gain before the 
element of life. Fortunately this is less 
true today than some years ago. It was 
once definitely known that some corporations 
cared little for the man who did the menial 
tasks. If a laborer were killed in the course 
of his employment little thought was given 
it except to find some one quickly to take 
the place left vacant. We are glad that a 
new day has come in industry; at least it is 
coming. Society will not long permit a 
flagrant waste of life now. 

Yet this is true, if society did not inter- 
fere there would probably be no end of im- 
position which strong groups would levy on 
weaker groups. And the imposition would 
probably be done in the name of good busi- 
ness. 

The difficulty has been that much of our 
expansion of business and development of 
industry has been on practically the animal 
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When I am tempted to repine 
That such a lowly lot is mine, 

There comes to me a voice which saith, 
“Mine were the streets of Nazareth.” 


So mean, so common, and confined, 
And he the monarch of mankind: 
Yet patiently he traveleth 
The narrow ways of Nazareth. 


It may be I shall never rise 
To place the fame beneath the skies 
But walk in straightened ways till 
death, 
Streets as narrow as Nazareth. 


But if through Honor’s arch I tread 
And there forget to bow my head, 

Ah let me hear the voice that saith, 
“Mine were the streets of Nazareth.” 


—Nettie Rooker, in British Weekly. 














S 








plane. Each for himself was the law of 
the game. The result tended to be the sur- 
vival of: the shrewdest. 

But that is not humanity. Most surely it 
is not the viewpoint of Christian principle 
that puts life above any other symbol of 
wealth or property. 

o 


But let us not miss the more essential 
point. This human point of view is also the 
one measure by which Christianity must 
stand out above any competitive faith—if 
faith can be thought of as competitive. 

The idea of God as presented in the 
teaching of Jesus stands strong because 
God is thought to be a father to all men. 
He is no respecter of persons and his pur- 
poses not only include all who now live but 
all who will ever live. 


What we call the gospel is nothing else 
than just one type of religion among many 
if it does not in some way excel in the 
urgencies of the values of human life and 
in the promotions of impulses of neighbor- 
liness. We believe that it does excel in 
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these. That is the very ground of faith 
that many have in Christianity today. 

Yet down in our own spiritual experiences, 
and in the trend of our interests, it may be 
a serious question whether we have come 
to some of the realms of faith that Paul 
reached. Do we actually love Christian 
people? Just how does it happen that we 
count our vital relationships in sectarian 
terms? 

Looking at the matter from another 
angle we may ask ourselves if we have 
found that Christian faith and conduct have 
brought us into new relations with men and 
women. Have we broader interests in man- 
kind? Are our estimates of our work in the 
world determined by estimates of human 
welfare? These are some of the vital tests 
of valid Christian life. They stand out su- 
premely in the life of Paul and we may be 
rightly thankful that he so clearly set such 
principles out as the symbol of his own 
victorious and successful experience. 


Oo 


The secret of a noble life 
Teach thou to me; 

Help me amid earth’s weary strife 
At rest to be. 


O whisper thy sweet word of peace 
To still my fear; 

Tell me thy love shall never cease, 
And I will hear. 


Speak the sweet promise of thy grace 
For all on earth; 
Give glimpses of a transformed race 
In its new birth. 
—Chas. H. Richards. 
o 


Our faith is an enterprise of fellowship. 
That does not say that it is not discriminat- 
ing. It goes unto all types, but it does not 
include all types of people. Thus it does not 
include the evil-minded. But it does offer 
the evil-minded an opportunity for new life 
direction. In this new direction the fellow- 
ship may be entered. 

Hence it is well to observe that this faith 
of ours not only links us with other folks, 
but it is also a means whereby other folks, 
and we with them, come to be better. We 
live on the higher levels. The animal and 
the life of the flesh become more beneath 
us; and we live and move and have our 
being in the life of the spirit where fellow- 
ship of other souls seems rich. 

es | 
“O God within me, let me hear 
Thy voice aright, 


Till I shall stand without a fear 
In heaven’s own light.” 


oO 

Spirit of love, increase the room in our 
hearts for the fellowship of other souls who 
love thee. Help us to see the deadness of 
everything that tends to close our minds to 
the living experiences that are so possible 
in our world of folks. Save us from ways 
that will harm a single life. Help us al- 
ways to choose the things that bear fruit in 
human happiness. Thus may we lay hold on 
life eternal. Amen. ; 
ERNEST D. GILBERT. 
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Woman’s Work 


Mrs. Emma 8S. Powers 
General Secretary-Treasurer 





A Mix-Up 

OMEHOW or other type has a way of 

getting mixed up so that the meaning of 
sentences is made very obscure. That thing 
happened to the note about “The Franklin- 
ton Leaflet,” which appeared in this column 
in the May 28 number. One or two lines 
were left out entirely and what I meant to 
say about “your own home and personal 
gift,”” was completely lost. Well, maybe it 
did not amount to much anyhow. So, we 
shall just forgive the printers and proof 
readers and everybody else and remember 
Franklinton with our gifts of money and 
barrels. 


Missionary Cradle Roll Rally Day 
UNE is the time. Here is a poem that 
makes us think of the babies who will 
be present at the rallies: 


“Hundred Bushels” 


That’s the way the baby measures, 
Rosy, laughing, baby May. 

That’s the way he counts his treasures, 
“Hundred bushels” every day. 


Love he measures out with kisses, 

Love with hugs, and love with laughs, 
Never once his counting misses, 

Bushels whole and never halfs. 


With the birds so early waking 
Hear his call, ‘‘Mamma, love you!” 
Sweeter than the thrills they’re making, 
“Hundred bushels, baby do!’’ 


Earth can hold a bit of heaven, 
Where these little blessings stay ; 
Many years to thee be given, 
Hundred bushels, baby May! 
E. T. H. 


Young People’s Missionary Class 

HE Melrose Church, Springfield, Ohio, has 

a very thriving missionary class. They 

are interested in the oratorical contest plan, 

and expect to put one on soon. A new mem- 

ber has been added to this class at each 
meeting since its organization. 

The leader of the class is a young lady 

who is very much interested in promoting 

the cause of missions. 


the book, “China’s Real Revolution.” 
Before this class is many months older we 
trust that some real revolution will have 
taken place in the lives of the members of 
the class. 
May other young folks join in the good 
work. 





Stewardship and Promotion 


Denison, Secretary 





Financial Aims for a Local Church 
THE following aims should ever be kept 
before a local church by its stewardship- 
finance department and pastor. Study them 
over and see how high a grade your church 


The class has studied ~ 


would pass now on these important object- 
ives. 

1. Every member a giver in accordance 
with 1 Cor. 16:2. 

2. Every member bearing his rightful 
share, both in the local church and in the 
world-wide work. 

38. An adequate and growing church 
budget in both parts—the local current ex- 
penses and the denominational benevolences. 

4. Thorough preparation of the congre- 
gation preceding the annual every-member 
canvass. 

5. An actual every-member canvass of 
the membership of the church and its consti- 
tuency. 


6. Weekly giving for both parts of the ° 


budget. 

7. Two treasuries with two treasurers, 
and one financial secretary. The financial 
secretary may or may not be the church 
stewardship secretary. 

8. A stewardship secretary as one of the 
regular church officers heading up the 
stewardship department. 

9. An increase annually of fifteen per- 
cent for church benevolences. 

10. Quarterly financial reports to the 
church and to all contributors. 

11. An efficient followup system to se- 
cure the payment of pledges regularly. 

12. Monthly or quarterly remittance of 
all benevolent funds. 

13. Prompt payment of all bills. 

14. All books audited annually in detail 
by the church auditor. 

15. Every dollar to go for the purpose 
for which it is given. 

16. Opportunity given to add to regular 
benevolences, when a benevolent enterprise 
is presented educationally on a regular 
occasion. 

17. All business done in a businesslike 
way, using checks, receipts, and other good 
business methods. 


Do You Tithe? 
ISTEN to the testimony of two of the 
women of our church on this important 
matter: 
Mrs. F. G. Coffin, Albany, Mo., writes: 


I have proven to my own satisfaction, 
from my own experience, and from the ex- 
perience of others in whom I have confidence 
that tithing embodies a principle that nat- 
urally produces material as well as s»irit- 
ual results for the giver, besides the great 
good it does in other ways. But in order 
to get such results one must not give 
“grudgingly nor of necessity” nor with 
thought of personal gain in even the least 
sense. Tithing is orderly giving and “order 
is heaven’s first law.” 


Mrs. W. M. Jay, Everett, Pa., says in a 
recent message: 

To me tithing is the only systematic way 
of giving. The “tithe-box” and its contents 
are sacred because they are the Lord’s, and 
the joy comes in using it as we think the 
Lord would want it used. We are his stew- 
ards in life and service as well. 

May we have a tithing testimony from 
you if you are a tither? 
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Christian Education 


Dr. W. A. Harper, Secretary 





UR Christian Church colleges have just 

completed their 1925 commencement 
days. As this year’s graduates go out into 
the fields of business, ministry, teaching, 
home, or further preparation, we see in 
them the leadership our church and the 
world needs. As they come back to your 
church, will they be welcomed? Will it be 
easy for them to find a place in Sunday- 
school, a task in Christian Endeavor, a chal- 
lenge to serve in your Daily Vacation Bible 
School? 


The June issue of The Journal of Chris- 
tian Education is our Annual College Num- 
ber, published to pay tribute to the great 
service which our colleges are rendering to 
our church through the lives they are inspir- 
ing and training. There is an article by Dr. 
Denison which sets forth very clearly means 
for all our people to get in more intimate 
touch with the collegé, by coming to know 
the institutions better. There is a College 
Day program suggested, and it is hoped 
that a great number of our churches will 
observe this summer College Day, when you 
will think very definitely about the part 
higher education plays in our Christian Edu- 
cation program, when you will bring to the 
attention of your young people the claims 
of our Christian Church colleges and the 
opportunities which they may find there to 
prepare for their life’s work. 


At all of our institutions 1925 commence- 
ment exercises showed good progress. At 
Palmer, there was a fine class of twenty- 
three graduated from the College Depart- 
ment, and four from the Academy. Dr. 
Hugh S. Magill, General Secretary of the 
International Council of Religious Educa- 
tion, delivered the Commencement address 
at Palmer this year. At Elon, President A. 
G. Caris, of Defiance College preached the 
baccalaureate sermon. Defiance Commence- 
ment takes place this week. 


LMOST at once our colleges enter into 

the program of their summer school 
work. Palmer College and Northwest 
Missouri Summer School of Religious Edu- 
cation opened the night of May 26, with 
an address by Dr. Magill. A large number 
of our western pastors and leaders attended 
the sessions the first week, and in the 
afternoons, the Western Christian Conven- 
tion sessions were held. The second week 
was under the direction of the Missouri 
Council of Religious Education, and in- 
cluded a number of courses for International 
Credits, in all departments of Sunday-school 
work. Dr. W. H. Denison, Dr. O. S. 
Thomas, and Miss Lucy M. Eldredge at- 
tended Palmer School this year from our 
Dayton office. 

At Defiance, the Young People’s Summer 
School .will open Monday night, June 29. 
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Mr. Frank Wright reports that registra- 
tions are coming in in fine shape, and since 
there is a limit in the number who can be 
entertained at this first session at Defiance 
for young people, registration should be 
made at once. Every conference interested 
in the young people’s work within its bounds 
should see to it that leaders from the con- 
ference can go to Defiance for this week— 
June 29 to July 4. Every conference in the 
Central Christian Convention should be 
represented. Immediately following the 
Young People’s Session at Defiance, opening 
July 6, will come the Pastors’ School, with a 
splendid program planned especially for the 
pastors of our church. 

The Metropolitan Summer School at 
Starkey will open at Lakemont, New York, 
July 6, and the Kirton Hall Summer School 
will begin at Keswick the night of the thir- 
teenth. Craigville this year will hold its 
assembly from July 7 to 17, including pro- 
grams for pastors and young people and lay 
leaders in the churches of New England. 
The southern schools this year will be held 
at Elon, July 27 to August 7, and at Bethle- 
hem College August 10-16, full information 
concerning which may be secured from 
Pattie Coghill, Elon College, N. C. 


UNE is a great month for Young People’s 
Congress meetings. Among the meet- 
ings to be held are the Eastern Indiana 
meeting at Albany, June 24; the Western 
Indiana meeting at Lebanon, June 17; the 
Miami Ohio meeting at Versailles, June 19; 
and district meetings at Hagerstown, June 
7, and other district meetings throughout 
Eastern Indiana. Mr. Frank Wright, presi- 
dent of the Northwestern Ohio Congress, 
reports very successful district meetings, 
which are held quarterly, and a plan for 
gospel teams of young people to visit the 
weaker churches of that section, with special 
Sunday afternoon programs. 





The General Convention 


Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D., Secretary 





HAVE the following information from J. 
Frank Barnes, Secretary of the Eel River 
Christian Conference. Please take notice 
thereof, and govern yourselves accordingly. 


The Eel River Christian Conference will come one 
week earlier than I repo to you some time ago. 
It will be August 24-30, 1925. 

Our conference follows the Bible Conference at 
Winona Lake, which has always closed on the last 
Sunday in August, until this year, when it closes 
Sunday, August 23, and we will follow with our con- 
ference, beginning on Monday evening following the 
closing of their Bible Conference. 

I make this correction, that you may note the same 
and avoid confusion by some who may plan some 
other conference that will conflict with ours, if the 
correction is not made. 


HE Executive Board of The General Con- 

vention of the Christian Church has 
adopted the following resolution, and the 
persons named have been officially notified 
of their election: 


WHEREAS the Christian Church has been requested, 
by the National Council of Young Men’s Christian 
Association, to appoint a Standing Committee on 
Young Men’s Christian Association work, and also a 
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representative from the Christian Church to serve as 
a member of the General Counseling Commission of 
the Churches, 

Therefore Be It Resolved, by the Executive Board 
of The General Convention of the Christian Church, 
that Mr. Hermon Eldredge, Dayton, Ohio; Rev. W. C. 
Hook, Albany, N. Y.; and Rev. Ray Seely, St. 
Johnsville, N. Y., be the Standing Committee; and 
that Mr. Hermon Eldredge be the member of the 
General Counseling Commission of the Churches. 

Be It Further Resolved, that no expense shall be en- 
tailed by either the Standing Committee, or member 
of the General Counseling Commission of the Churches. 


Remittances for May, 1925 


Whole Number of Remittances .............000. 252 
Pe NS wn kb vke Sua bekussochsess sce teuue's 222 
General Convention ..............+. 
Christian Education .............0. 
Foreign Missions ..... 
Home Missions ......... 
RS 
Aged Ministers’ Home .. 
Carversville Orphanage ... 
Federal Council ........... 
IS Soc isekisssens 





PE ENE vs ccna wnnceeasbecaaabcun’s 10 
General Convention ................ $ 5.00 
Christian Education ...........000. 2.00 
ye eee 15.00 
Aged Ministers’ Home ............. 5.00 
Carversville Orphanage ............ 10.00 
Franklinton College .............e0. 5.00 
PEM Scans cay) bchsGwonee 1.00 
a eS aa eee 5.00 

From Ladies’ Aid Societies ..............00000 1 
Aged Ministers’ Home ............. $ 5.00 

One PINE os 5 ss 540605 00s wien abicinc wie 1 
Finance to Convention (Sa ceaoeerer $ 400.00 

co ee ee 18 
-General Convention ............000. $ 560.28 
Christian Education ............... 2,574.65 
PON DERMINOIS ones ccc ccccccccce 2,564.66 
PUN IEE. bien beh win eisieedscnies 2,564.66 
Aged Ministers’ Home .............. 27.00 
ONE: 5 bccecbabeecsasen ss 12.50 
SEN PE sca kdexb son yebessaeeurs 60.00 


Received for Relief Funds, May, 1925 


NEAR EAST RELIEF 


Kokomo, Harrison Street Church, Ind. ......... $ 4.64 
ARMENIAN RELIEF 
coe og ee ee a a ee $ 5.00 


PERSONAL GIFTS 





Home Missions 


Omer S. Thomas, Secretary 





Franklinton College 


HE meeting of the Board of Control took 

place at Franklinton at the college dur- 
ing commencement week, May 19. All of 
the members were present except Mrs. Alice 
M. Burnett who was detained at home on 
account of sickness. 

There were several rather critical situa- 
tions to be faced by the board at this meet- 
ing, the most important of which was that 
of providing ways and means for completing 
the new dormitory which has been at a 
standstill now for several months on account 
of the difficulty which has been encountered 
in regard to borrowing money. When the 
building was started it was thought that all 
of the money was in sight, but before plans 
could be carried through in regard to giving 
the note and all the necessary steps could 
be carried through, the money was loaned 
elsewhere and we were doomed to disap- 
pointment. The plan now is to issue bonds 
on first mortgage in sums from one hun- 
dred to a thousand dollars and thus perhaps 
be able to borrow from friends of the college 
in smaller sums. We trust that there may 
be many friends who will be willing to help 
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in that way. When the new building is 
completed the buildings on the campus will be 
easily valued at $100,000. There are eighty- 
three acres of land on the farm, a part of 
which is fine timber land. We are hoping 
to have many friends writing in asking that 
they be permitted to buy some of the bonds. 

Franklinton is now a recognized school of 
academy rank in the State of North Caro- 
lina and the State itself will furnish a 
teacher next year to handle a part of the 
work. There are now two teachers on the 
faculty who have college degrees and others 
who are well trained for the work, so that 
the present faculty is the strongest that we 
have probably ever had there. This year 
the attendance at Franklinton has _ been 
larger than ever before, having had one hun- 
dred and fifty students. The dormitories 
have been very much crowded, so that there 
is a very great need for the dormitory to 
be finished sure before the school opens in 
the fall. 


In one of the conferences we have at- 
tended we learned that there had been a 
colored man there soliciting funds. We 
want to warn all of the churches that Prof. 
Collins and President Henderson are the 
only authorized solicitors among the colored 
folks, and no money should be paid to any- 
one else. Rev. James L. Foster is also un- 
der the employ of the Board of Control and 
is authorized to solicit and collect funds. 


During the last few months the Negro 
churches have subscribed a little over five 
thousand dollars and are planning to try 
to raise twenty thousand dollars among 
themselves for the dormitory. It is believed 
that if this new dormitory is completed soon 
that there are some wealthy men in that 
section of the State who will erect an ad- 
ministration building. Will not the friends 
of the college make it possible for this to 
become a challenge? 


Church Schools of Missions 


Twelve Mile, Indiana, Rev. Alfred A. Fletcher. 
Troy, Ohio, Rev. A. E. Kemp. 
South Berwick and Wells, Maine, Rev. G. H. Kent. 


All American Program 


District No. 4, Rays Hill and Southern Pa. Confer- 
ence, Rev. Lewis A. Duvall. 

Twelve Mile, Indiana, Rev. Alfred A. Fletcher. 

Troy, Ohio, Rev. A. E. Kemp. 

Portland Fellowship, Maine, Mrs. Frieda K. Morrill. 

Fiatt, Illinois, Rev. Robinson Ashby. 

Orangeport, Néw York, Rev. R. H. Peel. 

Bethany Memorial. Mass., Rev. Flora M. Neagles. 

Muncie, Indiana, First Church, Rev. M. W. Butler. 

Laconia, N. H., Rev. E. R. Caswell. 

Five Mile, Ohio, Rev. L. 

Evergreen, Pa., Rev. W. A. Herzog. 

Sweet Valley, Pa., Rev. R. C. Updyke. 

Mellott, Indiana, Rev. A. E. House. 

Union, Indiana, Rev. A. E. House. 

South Berwick and Wells, Maine, Rev. G. H. Kent. 

Pleasant View, Ill., Rev. J. E. Fry. 

Prairie Hope, Ill., Rev. J. E. Fry. 

Advance, Indiana, Rev. E. C. Geeding. 

Brockville, Illinois, Rev. J. A. Tracy., 

Olive Chapel, Rev. Cecil Leek. 

Lakemont, N. Y., Rev. G. A. Conibear. 

Newmarket, Ontario, Rev. Percy L. Graham. 

Lima, Ohio, Rev. L. D. Hammond. 

Portland, Indiana, Rev. DeK. Judy. 

Leaf River, Illinois, Rev. R. W. Pittman. 

Poplar Chapel. Ohio, Rev. A. J. Bowman. 

Mt. Olivet, Indiana, Rev. D. O. Coy. 

Youngs Creek, Indiana, Rev. D. O. Coy. 

Lafayette, Ohio, Rev. Fremont McCague. 

Springboro, Pa., Norval C. Kern. 

Rice City, Rhode Island, Rev. H. St. John Filmer. 

Trotwood, Ohio, Rev. Robert Wearly. 


B. Case. 
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Peter Delivered From Prison 
THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 21, 1925 
Aets 1231-24 


BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER, D. D. 
Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—The angel of Jehovah en- 


campeth round about them that fear him, 
And delivereth them.—Psalm 34:7. 





y 
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HOME DAILY READINGS 
June 15—Peter Imprisoned. 
Acts 1231-5. 
16—Peter Delivered. 
. Acts 12:6-10. 
Wednesday, 17—An Amazed 
Church. Acts 12:11-19. 
Thursday, June 18—Suffering for Right- 
eousness’ Sake. 1 Peter 3:13-22. 
Friday, June 19—God the Strength of 
His People. Psalm 46. 
Saturday, June 20—The Guardian Angel. 
Psalm 34:1-8. 


Sunday, June 21—Security in Jehovah. 
Psalm 91:1-12. 


Monday, 
Tuesday, June 


June 











A WORSHIP OF SERVICE 


Worshipful Music. 


Psalm 91:1-12—Recited by Junior boys in 
concert. ; 


Hymn—“Dear Lord and Father of Mankind,” 
No. 151 in ‘‘Worship and. Song.”’ 


Hymn—"'I Need Thee Every Hour,”’ No. 127 
in “Worship and Song.” 


Prayer—By the senior deacon. Thanks for 
the power of speech, for mail and wire 
service, and prayer for those who sing and 
speak the gospel message, and for grace 
to say the right thing at the right time. 


Lesson Story—Told by teacher of Intermed- 
iate boys. 


Hymn—"Father, Hear Thy Children’s Call,” 
No. 164 in “‘Worship and Song.” 


Lesson Period. 
Musical recall. 
Reports, announcements, etc. 


Hymn—"‘Just for Today,’’ No. 162 in ‘‘Wor- 
ship and Song.” 


Model Prayer—By the whole school. 
Herod, the Grafter 


GRAFTER is one who uses his position 

to secure for himself gain that does not 
belong to him. But there are grafters who 
are seeking a gain other than money. It 
may be place or popularity. Herod was 
one of the meanest grafters of history, for 
to secure popularity, and thus probably to 
secure his position, he did not hesitate to 
shed human blood. A judge is a grafter 
who deals too lightly with a prisoner to 
gain his favor or vote, or you when you 
seek to get that bridge for that community 
that did not need it that your party may get 
more votes. 


. 


Peter Asleep in Prison 


Was that all right, when he was in such 
danger and was needed so much? Yes, he 
had done his best, and there was nothing 
more that he could do to help free himself. 
He had better use God’s gift of sleep and 
be thus better prepared for what is await- 
ing, for “God giveth to his beloved in sleep.” 
Rest and recreation are not a loss of time 


even in the most strenuous times. Medita- 
tion is sometimes more needed than activity. 


The Church in Prayer 


Things did look very blue. James has lost 
his life to the cause. Now Peter is in the 
hands of his enemies. They cannot storm 
the prison—should not if they could. But 
God is in his world, and prayer sets free 
his power. This is always the church’s 
privilege and right, but how little it is used. 
Prayer, definite and believing, and in Jesus’ 
name (not just using the words “in his 
name,” but living and praying in the very 
purpose and personality of Jesus) still re- 
moves mountains and opens doors. Many 
years ago there was a slavery mountain and 
a liquor traffic mountain, and prayer in the 
name and purpose and activity and teaching 
of Jesus removed them. There are moun- 
tains and locked doors today (habit-forming 
drug traffic, and locked money purses, for 
example), but once again the Church can 
triumph, if it will go forth in Jesus’ name 
and Jesus’ way, teaching, doing, praying. 


The Messenger of God 


God still has his angels or messengers. It 
may be dynamite, or it may be anti-toxin, or 
it may be a nurse, or it may be a mother, 
or teacher, or preacher, or friend. But he 
uses human means to answer prayer and 
carry on his work, and it may be that to- 
day he is trying to use you as his angel to 
set a Peter free, or to send a missionary 
to Japan, or to build a church in New York, 
or pay off a debt on a college or mission 
board, or bring up a son and daughter and 
dedicate them for the place where God needs 
them. 


Leads and Leaves 


It is great to be able to open doors, and 
to lead out, but it is also great to know 
when to hand over responsibility to others. 
This angel knew just when to quit. There 
are teachers who do not know when or how 
to turn over responsibility to that class 
president. There are longtime Christian 
Endeavorers who do not know when to hand 
over responsibility to the younger members 
coming on, and they lead until they always 
have to lead. There are parents, too, who 
do not always learn the lesson from this 
angel. Lead them out safely and securely, 
and as soon as you can, let them go. The 
manna ceased, even, when the folk could 
plow and plant for themselves. 

Peter to Where He Belongs 


How natural it seemed for Peter to go to 
his own group. He sure enough belongs 
there. Where do you belong? Well, where 
do you go when you are let out? What is 
your crowd anyway? Do you really belong 
to the church, really now? And then when 
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it is all over we shall all go, like Judas, to 
our “own place,” or where we belong. 
Opportunity Knocking 


How the Church does need more prayer, 
and more pray-ers. Is there anything that 
we need more? But we should be careful 
we do not get so obsessed with praying that 
we cannot hear when the knock comes. Peter 
was in such an emotional delight one time 
that he did not-want to leave. Jesus, too, 
had times and long seasons of prayer, but 
it was not remarkable but natural to him 
that when he was needed by the wilderness 
multitude, or the troubled disciples, he was 
there. And do not make so much noise or 
be so busy importuning that you are uncon- 
scious that God is already answering your 
prayer, if you will only let the answer in. 
Probably the answer is at your door now, 
if you will open it. 

Peter Runs Away 


Is it ever right to run away? Sure it is. 
One thing that you were given legs for was 
to keep your body from getting hurt. But 
do not run, if you ought to stay. Do not 
stay, if you ought to run. It is just possible 
that you ought not to take that holiday this 
year, but it is possible, too, that you are 
just so busy and just so needed, that you 
ought to hike for the woods today. 


Testimonies to the Bible 


HE sense of the value of the Holy Scrip- 

tures has not only revived, but it has 
spread throughout the modern world. Re- 
cent voices of all sorts might be quoted 
bearing proof of this. The testimonies of 
Professor Huxley, Matthew Arnold, and 
Lord Morley are familiar. Mr. Renan has 
called it “The great book of consolation for 
humanity.” President Roosevelt has said 
of it, “No thoughtful man can doubt that 
to decrease the circulation and use of the 
Bible among the people would seriously 
menace the highest interests of civilized hu- 
manity.” President Lincoln’s presidential 
addresses could never have been written but 
for its inspiration. Not the least impres- 
sive of the modern American testimonies to 
the Bible are the words of Mark Twain, who 
said: “Who taught these ancient writers 
their simplicity of language, their felicity 
of expression, their pathos, and above all 
their faculty of sinking themselves entirely 
out of the sight of the reader, and making 
the narrative stand out alone and seem to 
tell itself?” In recent days we have those 
remarkable testimonies of General Foch, 
Lord Haig, Lord Roberts, and others, which 
are well known and often quoted. General 
Pershing has said to his soldiers, “Hard- 
ship will be your lot, but trust in God will 
give you comfort; temptation will befall 
you, but the teachings of our Savior will 
give you strength.” Admiral Sims has add- 
ed his testimony that, “This Testament is a 
handbook of manhood; it introduces you to 
the pattern Man, who shows you what to 
become and the way to become it.”—Dr. 
John Kelman. 
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Life as a Hurdle Race 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR JUNE 21, 1925 
Heb. 12:1-4 
BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 


Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the 
Christian Church 


Program Pointers 

If some member of your society has ever taken 
part in a hurdia race, have him tell just what it is 
like and draw lessons from the analogy between it 
and life. If you do not have such an athlete as a 
member of your society, perhaps you can invite some 
one from outside the society, who is a Christian and 
who will come and give such an address to the society. 

Make paper models of hurdles and write on them 
the following topics to be discussed by the members 
to whom they are given: How to hurdle doubt; 
How to hurdle temptation; How to hurdle hatred ; 
How to hurdle fear; How to hurdle misfortune; How 
to hurdle prejudice; How to hurdle selfishness. 

Discuss some of the temptations and customs in 
the world in which we live today that have to be 
hurdled by the yocng men who have entered the race 
of the Christian life. Have the young women discuss 
this. The young men discuss the fads that are 
obstacles in the Christian race which have to be 
overcome by young women if they are to win. Have 
the society learn and repeat the Scripture lesson in 
the meeting. 

Thoughts on the Theme 

ERSE 1. Strip for the race. Any 

athlete knows the importance of not 
carrying any more weight than is abso- 
lutely necessary when he becomes a con- 
testant in a race. The minimum weight of 
clothing is worn. The lightest shoes that 
can be worn and still meet the demands of 
comfort in the race are worn. The writer 
to the Hebrews is counseling the contestants 
in this great hurdle race of life to use the 
same care and thought if they would win. 
There are many things that people think 
they can carry with them and win the race, 
which make such a handicap that they are 
beaten before they start. How foolish it 
would be for one who had entered as a 
contestant in a hurdle race to carry a heavy 
suitcase in one hand filled with heavy ob- 
jects and a bag of toys in the other. If he 
were a friend of yours you would call to him 
and urge him to cast aside that suitcase and 
that bag of toys or he cannot have the slight- 
est hope of winning the race. That is 
exactly what the writer to the Hebrews is 
exhorting those who are about to engage in 
this, the greatest of all the races, to do, if 
they would be winners. Make a list of the 
things in your life which you feel are going 
to prove handicaps in the great race of life 
and then by the grace of God fling them 
aside. Strip your life bare of everything 
which would hinder by weighing down or 
hinder by entangling your feet in the meshes 
of sin. 

Let your feet be winged with inspiration 
as you think of the hosts in glory watching 
with intense interest. your race and longing 
for you to succeed, and the company of the 
redeemed on earth who are so vitally con- 
cerned with your success or failure. 

“Fixing our gaze upon Jesus our Prince 
Leader in the faith.”—-Weymouth. 

Eyes on your pace-maker. It is often the 
custom to have some more experienced 
runner to lead the contestant and set the 
pace for him and thus help him win. Jesus 
is the great pace-maker and he has run the 


course successfully and he knows just the 
pace we need to take if we are to win with 
high honors and he longs to set the pace for 
us if we will let him do so. 


Some Hurdles in the Great 
Page of Life 


The hurdle of Impatience. “Run with pa- 
tience.” There is danger lest we think that 
our progress is too slow and we get so im- 
patient that we wear ourselves out by wast- 
ing our energy. We can always do our best, 
when we are able, even when running at top 
speed, to keep ourselves calm and not waste 
our strength by impatience. Keep your head, 
in the race. 

The hurdle of Suffering. “Endured the 
cross.” Think of the people who have won 
gloriously over this hurdle of suffering and 
ill health. Fanny Crosby, the great hymn- 
writer, blind practically all of her life. 
Robert Louis Stevenson, fighting ill health 
all of his days but making the hurdle in 
flying style. Theodore Roosevelt, handi- 
capped with a weak body but clearing that 
hurdle in such a wonderful way. There is 
indeed a vast cloud of witnesses who have 
won in the great race over the hurdle of 
suffering. They are watching you to see 
how you are going to do in the race. 

The hurdle of Ridicule. “Despising the 
shame.” This is a high hurdle in the lives 
of many young people and it is at this hurdle 
that many of them fail. Did you ever see a 
contestant in a hurdle race start with great 
determination and dash down the course and 
you would think that he was going to 
sail over the hurdle like a bird and just as 
you were expecting to see him leap he 
dodged the hurdle and did not make the at- 
tempt? That is the way some young people 
do. They start in the race of life with great 
enthusiasm and they are dashing down the 
track in fine speed, when suddenly there 
looms in their path the hurdle of ridicule and 
they turn aside and drop out of the race. 
Oh, young men, young women, Endeavorers, 
leap it, scale the hurdle, over the top and 
on to the goal. 

The hurdle of Persecution. “The gainsay- 
ing of sinners.” The hurdle of persecution 
has not been removed from the race track 
of life. It takes various forms. Sometimes 
it takes the form of social ostracism because 
of loyalty to conscience on the part of the 
one ostracized. This obstacle is often met 
when the Christian refuses to engage in 
some form of worldly pleasure which the 
conscience warns him against. Sometimes 
it is a taunt of old-fogeyism, or narrowness, 
or behind the times. If you find this obstacle 
in life’s course, keep your eye on the goal 
and hurdle over it and you will find that 
there are some of the choicest spirits in the 
world running the race with you. 

The hurdle of Indifference. “Wax not 
weary.” That is a mental and spiritual ob- 
stacle within ourselves. Sometimes in races 
the track is heavy; sometimes the race is 
long; sometimes the hurdles are very high 
and the racer loses heart and decides that 
the prize is not worth the effort and quits 
the race. It is great to keep on when the 
breath comes in gasps and you seem to have 
arrived at the last ounce of energy. But 
you will not give up; you will keep on 
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though the goal seem miles away and your 
feet feel as though they weighed tons. I re- 
member what a thrill it gave me as I read 
some years ago of one of the great Mara- 
thon races and of how Dorando, the great 
Italian runner, fell with exhaustion as he 
neared the goal but staggered to his feet and 
staggered on and fell again and again 
struggled to his feet and again staggered 
on and won the race. We need that same 
kind of determination and perseverance to 
win in the race of life. 

The hurdle of Temptation. “Striving 
Against Sin.” We all have to take this 
hurdle in some form or another. Tempta- 
tion is common to man, and our great ad- 
versary who is seeking by every device he 
can conjure to make us lose the race, is 
going to see that we find this hurdle across 
the race track of life, and find it pretty 
often; but we can clear the top every time 
if we will, for “God is faithful, who will not 
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are 
able; but will with the temptation also make 
a way to escape, that ye may be able to 
bear it.” 


For Reading or Recitation 
“The Psalm of Life,” by Longfellow. 


The Optimist 

There’s a mighty sight o’ trouble in th’ world we're 
sailin’ through 

But behind th’ clouds o’ trouble skies are shinin’ clear 
an’ blue; 

An’ we’ll all be gay an’ happy if our hearts are 
beatin’ true, 

While we listen for th’ music sweetly ringin’. 

So it ain’t no use repinin’ ‘cause your plans all go 
askew, 

Better’ keep right on a tryin’ f’r th’ best that you 
can do, 

Never troublin’ Mr. Trouble till he tries to trouble you, 

But a song o’ cheerfulness forever singin’. 


Th’ man who sits a mournin’ by th’ grave o’ blasted 
schemes 

Is bound t’ miss th’ glory o’ th’ dawnin’ mornin’s 
gleams ; 

An’ he hides his face an’ catches none o’ Ol’ Sol’s 
cheerful beams 

That are paintin’ all th’ landscape o’er with glory. 


So it’s better t’ be smilin’ than t’ weep o’er shattered 
dreams ; 

Th’ world is always better than you sometimes think 
it seems, 

An’ there’s love an’ light an’ laughter in th’ flowers, 
fields, an’ streams 

When Ol’ Nature tells in song her sweetest story. 


Th’ man who gives up tryin’ cause he failed once in 
th’ race 

An’ sits down weak an’ sobbin’ with big teardrops 
on his face, 

Would be better up an’ doin’; better give his spine 
a brace, 

For a race is never ended till you’ve run it. 


So it’s better to keep runnin’ at your very swiftest 
pace ; 

Do your level best a tryin’ t’ secure a better place; 

’Tain’t not winnin’, but not tryin’, that heaps on you 
deep d’sgrace, 

So keep runnin’ at top speed until you’ve won it. 


The world is full o’glory if you open up your eyes, 

Th’ sun is brightly shinin’ back o’ clouds that line the 
skies, 

An’ the joys 0’ love an’ livin’ back o’ trouble always 


ies 
An’ you'll reach it if you'll only keep a goin’. 


There’s no doubt about th’ winnin’ of a good an’ 
ample prize 
By the man who’s up an’ doin’ an’ with all his 
bein’ tries 
For the joy o’ simply livin’ all the ol’ world glorifies— 
An’, it ain’t no trouble keepin’ things a glowin’. 
‘ommoner. 


For Discussion 


Tell us about some of the obstacles you have met 
in life. 

How can Christ help us overcome the obstacles? 

Do you think prayer a help in overcoming the 
obstacles in life? How? 

What place has the Word of God in helping us 
overcome obstacles? 

How may true friends help us overcome obstacles? 

Tell about obstacles you have seen others overcome? 

What is the value of obstacles in life? 

What value in the “long look” in overcoming 
obstacles ? 
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Evelyn's Day of Rest 


A Story 
BY ELIZABETH SCHATZ 


ARCIA THORNTON yawned, 
M stretched, flopped herself over in the 

big four-poster, then sat bold upright 
as she stared in surprise at her cousin 
Evelyn, who stood before the dresser putting 
the finishing touches to her toilette. 

“Where are you going so early on Sunday 
morning?” she exclaimed. 

“Why, going to Sunday-school, of course,” 
replied Evelyn in surprise, as she turned 
away from the mirror and faced her cousin. 

“Well, that’s nice; leaving me this morn- 
ing when I just came to visit you and only 
arrived last night,” pouted Marcia. 

“Oh, you’ll get plenty of my company be- 
fore the summer is over,” said Evelyn, good- 
humoredly. “I never miss Sunday-school 
unless I’m sick. You come on to church 
with mother, Marcia.” 

“No, thanks; I’m going to rest. 
one going to leave me?” 

“You’re leaving us. Church is the place 
for all of us on the Lord’s Day unless we’re 
ill, and you don’t look ill,” surveying Marcia 
quizzically. 

“I never knew you were such a Puritan. 
Evelyn,” commented Marcia, her lip curling. 
“You always seemed so full of fun.” 

“Sure, I’m full of fun, but I don’t let it 
interfere with my Sunday duties. I’m not a 
Puritan at all, just a Christian,” corrected 
Evelyn, as she moved toward the door. 

“I must be going. I like to be a little 
ahead of time so that my class will always 
find me there,” she added. 

She went out, closing the door softly after 
her. It was too late to ask Marcia to ac- 
company her. She regretted that she had 
not urged her the night before. Her small 
brother and sister were waiting for her and 
they were soon wending their way toward 
the church. 

Marcia, left to herself and piqued at 
Evelyn’s desertion, as she termed it, turned 
over in bed, intending to drift into slumber- 
land again, but her conversation with 
Evelyn had awakened her too thoroughly 
to make sleeping a further possibility. She 
finally jumped out of bed and languidly pre- 
pared to dress. 

When she descended to the lower floor, she 
found Mrs. Ames bustling around finishing 
some necessary work. She greeted Marcia 
pleasantly. 

“Sunday’s busy morning in our household, 
Marcia. We’ve eaten breakfast long ago, 
but you'll find yours in the kitchen. Just 
shove the coffee-pot over the fire and it will 
be hot in no time. There’s muffins in the 
warming-oven: You'll find them. I'll have 
to hurry and get ready for church. Why 
not come along with us?” She paused in 
her work ‘as she asked the question. 

“No, thanks. I’m too tired. Some other 


Is every 


time I will. Does Evelyn leave you with all 
the work?” she asked curiously, seeking to 
find some flaw in her cousin’s armor of 
Christianity. 

“My, no! She’s been up since six helping 
me. The dinner will only have to be warmed 
up when we get back from church.” 

Marcia made no further comment, but 
hurried into the kitchen to get her break- 
fast. She had come to this country home 
to get a rest, she thought, and she had found 
that even Sunday was a bustling, busy day. 
Well, she wouldn’t be drawn into it, she de- 
cided. Marcia glanced out of the window 
at the inviting hammock hung between two 
large maples. 

“T’ll clear up these dishes and sit out there 
and read all morning,” she thought. 

As she washed her few dishes she heard 
the car returning and knew that Mr. Ames 
had taken Evelyn and the children to Sun- 
day-school. The older folks would soon de- 
part for church, and then she would feel 
free to indulge her idea. 

Mr. Ames stamped into the kitchen, his 
sunbrowned face beaming with good nature. 








G *) 
MISSING THE BEST 


JN the noise and stress of busy days, 
We fail to see the thing that pays; 
To gain the lesser things, we try— 
While the very best we let slip by. 


The things that glitter and shine like 
gold, 

These are the things we try to hold. 

But, alas! they break like ropes of sand, 

Or they turn to ashes in our hand! 


But the things that make and keep our 
joys 
Cannot be seen—they make no noise! 
The biggest things for you and me 
Are Faith and Hope and Charity! 
—E. C. Baird, in 
The Christian Standard. 




















“Just eating breakfast, Marcia? Well, 
well! You should be ready for church,” he 
cried heartily. 

“Some other time, Uncle Will,” replied 
Marcia, hastily. “I’m tired this morning.” 

“You slept too late, that’s why you’re 
tired,” he commented. “Well, all right; we 
must be off, mother,” he added, turning to 
Mrs. Ames, who had just entered the 
kitchen. 

The house seemed strangely lonesome 
after they had gone, and Marcia hastened 
to secure her book and slip out to the in- 
viting hammock. The drowsy summer 
morning soothed her senses. Soon the book 
dropped into her lap and she sank into a 
dreamless sleep. 

It seemed only a few minutes before a 
merry voice cried: “Well, of all things, 
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Marcia, you certainly can sleep.” 

Marcia sat up quickly and rubbed her 
eyes. Evelyn stood near by. 

“Why, is it that late?” she cried, jumping 
up and shaking herself. 

“Sure, it’s dinner time. What were you 
reading that was so dull that you fell to 
sleep over it?” asked Evelyn, idly picking 
up the book which had fallen to the ground 
when Marcia arose. 

She glanced at the title and laid it down 
without comment. 

“I see you don’t approve of it,” said 
Marcia, lightly, as they walked toward the 
house. 

“Not for Sunday reading,” answered 
Evelyn, gravely. “It is a good book, but I 
feel that a distinction should be made be- 
tween Sunday and everyday reading. We 
have plenty of good literature for the 
Lord’s Day.” 

Dinner passed quickly. Marcia was rather 
silent. She studied Evelyn’s animated face 
a great deal during the meal and felt 
strangely dissatisfied with herself. Her in- 
active morning had deprived her of a desire 
to eat, and she watched the hearty appetites 
of the Ames family with envy as she picked 
at the excellent food before her. 

“Now I will indulge in a little cat nap,” 
observed Evelyn, as the dinner work was 
finished, and she climbed the stairs to her 
room. 

“You’re leaving me alone all day,” com- 
mented Marcia. 

“Come with me. There’s room for both 
on the bed,” yawned Evelyn, sleepily. 

“Goodness! I couldn’t sleep now.” 

“Well, Ican. Make yourself at home. I'll 
only sleep an hour,” and Evelyn turned over 
without more ado. 


Marcia shrugged her shoulders and pro- 
ceeded to beautify herself for the afternoon. 
She was still dressing when Evelyn awoke. 
The latter sprang up and smoothed her 
ruffled dress and hair. 


“The kiddies will be awake in a little bit 
and will be calling for their Sunday stories,” 
she brightly announced. 

“Do you tell them stories every Sunday 
afternoon?” queried Marcia. 

“Either afternoon or evening.” 

“What comes after the story-telling?” 
asked Marcia, dryly, beginning to realize 
that she was likely to be a lonely observer 
the entire day. 

“Why, I’m going to make a few calls. 
Won’t you come along, Marcia?” asked 
Evelyn, persuasively. 

“What kind of people are they?” hesitated 
Marcia. 

“Just plain, Christian people. You’ll like 
them, I know.” : 

Marcia turned to the glass and surveyed 
her cheeks. Without a word she took her 
handkerchief, moistened it and removed a 
red stain and powder. Evelyn looked on in 
approval. 

“You don’t need that after you have been 
out in this country air for awhile,” she ob- 
served. 
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The story-telling occupied only a half- 
hour, and soon the two girls were tripping 
down the country road arm in arm. 

“Mrs. Willis has been bedridden for 
months,” explained Evelyn as they entered 
the gate in front of a neat, white cottage. 

Marcia wondered as she took the invalid’s 
white hand if she, through months of illness, 
could have retained the look of peace and 
contentment which seemed to have settled 
like a mask over the old lady’s face. 

“Is she always like that?” she whispered 
as, the visit over, the two girls wended their 
way toward the next place. 

“Always. She’s often in pain, but she 
bears it sweetly and patiently.” Evelyn’s 
soft brown eyes were moist with feeling. 

“You will like old Mr. Blodgett,” she con- 
tinued. “He’s funny. I do so enjoy talking 
to him I sometimes have a hard time pulling 
myself away.” 

Mr. Blodgett proved to be a cripple. He 
sat in his wheel-chair watching the girls 
come up the walk, and gave them a welcome 
when they entered. Marcia listened quietly 
when Evelyn explained the Sunday-school 
lesson to him and gave in substance the 
morning’s sermon. Evelyn’s brand of Chris- 
tianity was impressing her more and more. 

Then they talked as the afternoon waned. 
Marcia grew intensely interested as old Mr. 
Blodgett recalled one reminiscence after an- 
other of his early life. They finally rose 
with regret and departed in spite of his 
protests. 

“Qne more place and then we must hurry 
home to supper,” said Evelyn, as they left 
the house. 

“Do let me do something here,” cried 
Marcia impulsively. 

“All right, you can read to Mrs. Avery. 
She has been blind for years,” replied 
Evelyn. 

Mrs. Avery took a hand of each girl and 
welcomed with delight. 

“My dears, you can’t realize what a ray 
of sunlight your coming is. Will you read 
me a wee bit from the good Book, Evelyn?” 

“Marcia wants to,” replied Evelyn, as she 
placed the Bible in her cousin’s hands. 

Marcia started to read, at first hesitating- 
ly, but soon in an absorbed manner as the 
meaning of the beautiful words, intensified 
through her experiences of the day, crowded 
in upon her. She was startled when Mrs. 
Avery gently laid her hand on the Book to 
stop her. 

“Just a few verses, dear. I love to hear 
your voice read them, but just those few will 
fill my mind for many an hour.” 

They bade her good-by soon afterward and 
a very silent pair turned slowly homeward. 

“We always have an experience meeting 
Sunday evening. There is no night meeting 
in the country, so we do the next best thing. 
You can listen to us tonight if you wish,” 
explained Evelyn. 

But Marcia pleaded a headache and re- 
tired after supper to her room. She did not 
intend to sleep, for her mind was too fully 
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aroused for that. The day’s panorama 
traveled slowly before her eyes. Sunday, 
the day of rest. Evelyn had not rested ex- 
cept for that one hour after.the noonday 
meal. Was her perspective of the Lord’s 
Day all wrong? Marcia suddenly longed to 
talk to Evelyn. And even as she wished 
for her companionship, Evelyn opened the 
door softly and slipped in. Marcia sat up 
quickly. 

“Evelyn, what is meant by the Lord’s Day 
being a day of rest? You haven’t rested all 
day, and yet you look so bright and fresh.” 

“Well, Marcia,” replied Evelyn, soberly, 
“you’ve slept a great part of the day, and 
I don’t believe you’re rested, are you?” ob- 
serving her keenly. 

“No, I’m not,” confessed Marcia. 

“Lord’s Day rest means more to me than 
to allow our bodies to get sluggish and tired 
from unaccustomed inaction. God gave us 
this day for rest, but it is also his day, and 
to my mind there is no better way to spend 
it than in serving him. Rest does not so 
much mean lying down all day. To me the 








I THANK THEE, GOD 


THINK we are too ready with com- 
plaint, 
In this fair world of God's. Had we no 


ope, 

Indeed, beyond the zenith and the slope 

Of yon gray blank of sky, we might 
grow faint 

To muse upon eternity’s constraint 

Round our aspirant souls; but, since 
the scope 

Must widen early, is it well to droop, 

For a few days consumed in loss and 
and taint! 

O pusillanimous heart, be comforted, 

And, like a cheerful traveler, take the 
road, 

Singing beside the hedge. What if the 
bread 

Be bitter in thine inn, and thou unshod 

To meet the flints? At least, it may be 


said, 
“Because the way is short, I thank thee, 
God.”’ —Elizabeth Browning. 




















real rest is a change of occupation, a change 
from the daily routine. I have a class in 
Sunday-school and sing in the choir at 
church. I try to give all I can of myself 
and I reap abundantly in return. Why, 


Marcia, the Lord’s Day is my shield and: 


buckler for the coming week.” 

“T have a class at home, too, but I don’t 
teach it like you do. Sunday has never 
meant to me what it does to you,” sighed 
Marcia. 

“Join our Sunday routine, Marcia. Try 
it, anyway. There is a class of little tots 
just pining for a teacher. Take them for 
the summer and see how it works,” urged 
Evelyn. 

Marcia hesitated for a moment, as though 
loath to let go of her old standards. She 
lifted her head with determination. 

“T think I will try being an active Chris- 
tian instead of a passive one,” she said 
slowly. 
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Evelyn jumped and hugged her. 

“Then you can join our experience meet- 
ing next Sunday night” she said slowly, for 
she knew why Marcia had slipped to her 
room after supper. 

Marcia blushed, then laughed. 

“I think if I had the courage of my con- 
victions after supper like I have now, I 
could have been an active member of your 
experience meeting tonight,” she admitted. 
—The Baptist Standard. 


How I Enlarged My Garden 


By Rev. Fisher K. Long 


THE garden plot belonging to the parson- 

age into which I had moved was too 
small to meet my requirements, so I pro- 
ceeded to enlarge it. 

A strip of ground on the west side had 
been abandoned to grass and weeds; this 
I subdued and planted to beets, tomatoes, 
carrots, and onions. On the east side was 
another strip where ashes, old cans, and an 
abandoned path to the barn held sway. 
After clearing out this rubbish I grew there 
fine beans, radishes, kohl-rabi, and four- 
o’clocks. Extending across the south end 
was.a wide border of wet ground given over 
to trash and rank weeds and grass. By 
opening a ditch on the boundary line and 
clearing the area I came into possession of 
a bit of very fertile soil. Here I grew the 
main crop of sweet corn, some squashes and 
cucumbers, and delicious cabbages. By 
these three extensions I added at least one- 
third to the area of the garden. 

I broke up the ground deeper than had 
been the custom, thus providing increased 
feeding space for roots. I also made a 
liberal application of barnyard manure and 
commercial fertilizers, thus increasing the 
size of the garden by giving the growing 
crops more to feed upon. By thorough and 
frequent cultivation air was admitted to the 
soil, a moisture-conserving dust mulch was 
provided, weeds were kept out, and all the 
space and plant foot were given to the 
crops. Deep ploughing, adequate fertilizing, 
and thorough cultivation, are three of the 
most effective helpers in a garden-enlarging 
program. 

Drought, I was told, had sometimes ser- 
iously curtailed the yield of this garden. 
Fortunately I could use a fifth method for 
enlarging production. There was an un- 
used well in the northeast corner of the 
garden. From this well I pumped water 
which I then conducted through old eaves’ 
troughs and open ditches to all the higher, 
dry ground. The yield of some crops was 
more than doubled. 

The many good things we had to eat were 
satisfying after the work put upon them. 
The many fine flowers—gladioli, sweet peas, 
nasturtiums, portulacas, asters, and the 
like—which we had for the house and for 
friends were delightfully rewarding. So I 
am more than willing to pass on to others 
this five-way plan for enlarging » garden. 

Lacota, Michigan. 
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The Children 


What Can a Little Chap Do? 


What can a little chap do 
For his country and for you? 
What can a littie chap do? 


He can play a straight game all through: 
That’s one thing he can do. 


He can fight like a knight 
Tor the truth and the right; 
That’s another good thing he can do. 


He can shun all that’s mean, 
He can keep himself clean, 
Both without and within; 
That’s a very fine thing he can do. 


His soul he can brace 
Against everything base, 
And the trace will be seen 
All his life in his face; 
That’s an excellent thing he can do. 


He can look to the light, 
He can keep his thoughts white, 
He can fight the great fight, 
He can do with his might 
‘What is good in God’s sight; 
Those are truly great things he can do. 


Though his years be but few, 
If he keep himself true 
He can march in the queue 
Of the good and the great, 
Who battled with fate 
And won through; 
That’s a wonderful thing he can do. 


And in each little thing 
He can follow the King— 
Yes, in each smallest thing 
He can follow the King— 
He can follow the Christ, the King. 


—John Oxenham. . 


Letitia Learns So She May Help 
GRANNY DEAN,” said Letitia, “I can 
beat Arthur spelling.” 

“I am glad you are learning to spell,” 
grandmother said. 

“And I can beat little Clarence riding his 
tricycle.” 

“I didn’t know you could ride a tricycle,” 
said grandmother. 

“I can beat Florence sweeping the porch, 
and I can beat Cecil dusting.” 

“I am glad you know how to sweep and 
dust.” 

“Now, grandmother, why don’t you praise 
me for beating Arthur and Clarence and 
Florence and Cecil? Why don’t you say I 
am the smartest little girl that ever lived?” 

“Are you the smartest little girl that ever 
lived?” asked grandmother. 

“Well, I don’t know that I am,” Letitia 
said, “but I think you ought to praise me 
and want me to beat them.” 

“I am not sure that I want you to beat 
them,” said her grandmother. 

“Why, Granny Dean!” Letitia exclaimed. 
“I am your only grandchild and I thought 
you loved me and wanted me to do better 
than anyone.” 

“T do love you,,and I do want you to do 
well in everything. If you should beat 
every one in the world at doing everything 
there is in the world to do, you would be 


unhappy, and it would be because you did 
it just to beat them.” 

“Then why do we bother about learning 
to do things?” asked Letitia. 

“Suppose we talk about the things your 
mother has done today,” grandmother sug- 
gested. “She got up early and cooked 
breakfast for all of us. Do you suppose she 
thought of Mrs. Hart across the street and 
tried to bear her cooking?” 

“No,” said Letitia. 

“Then why did she cook such a good 
breakfast?” 

“Because she loves all of us and knew 
we would be hungry,” said Letitia. 

“Yes, people must have good food if they 
are to be well and happy, and your mother 
cooked a good breakfast for her family. 
After breakfast she cleaned the house. Do 
you suppose she thought about Mrs. Webb 
and tried to beat her cleaning house?” 

“No, grandma,” said Letitia. “She knew 
the house ought to be clean and she cleaned 
it.” 

“Your mother wrote a letter to Uncle 
Robert, and in that letter were a lot of 
words. Do you guess she wrote those to 
prove she could beat Uncle Robert at spell- 
ing?” 

“No, Granny Dean; she was trying to 
spell the words right so Uncle Robert would 
know what she was trying to tell him.” 

“You understand the real reason, I see.” 

“This afternoon your mother went to the 
club to read a paper. Did she spend hours 
studying and writing just so she could beat 
the other women who are to read papers?” 

“No, no!” said Letitia. “Mother wants to 
help those women take better care of their 
babies. Her paper was about babies. I have 
the sweetest, dearest mother in the world.” 

“Do you want to be like her?” asked 
grandmother. 

“ay do.” 

“Then, dear, you see that to be like. your 
mother you must learn how to do things 
well so that you may be a help and a bless- 
ing to others.” 

“IT am to do things well so that I may 
help and bless others,” said Letitia half to 
nerself. “Oh, Granny Dean, I like that so 
much better than beating folks. When I 
was trying to beat folks I could not feel real 
friendly toward them, but in trying to help 
them I’m sure I can love them.”—Our 
Little Ones. 


Sarah Jane, Assistant M. D. 

QGARAH JANE lived with Dr. Knipe, and 

in some of his cases even the kind and 
wise physician would not have known how 
to get along without her assistance. She 
never looked at people’s tongues, nor felt 
their pulse, like the doctor did, but she was 
often worth more than medicine to some of 
his patients. Indeed, Sarah Jane might 
have been regarded as medicine, since it is 
something that helps cure people when they 
are sick; for sometimes medicine is fresh 
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air, or sunshine, or exercise, or even a good 
laugh. 

Sarah Jane was a little, black-and-tan 
terrier, so small that in very cold weather 
the doctor carried her in the pocket of his 
great fur coat. Often, when the doctor, and 
the fathers and mothers of the sick boys 
and girls, were unable to get them to do 
what was needful for their recovery, he 
would say, “Oh, I understand this case; all 
he needs is a dose of Sarah Jane,” and she 
would always come to their assistance. 

There was Helen Bath, who would not 
take the milk the doctor had ordered; so the 
next morning, when he came, he brought 
Sarah Jane with him. 

“Sarah Jane, you show Helen how a little 
lady takes her milk, when the doctor orders 
it.” And Sarah Jane sat up on a chair be- 
side the doctor, and looked very obedient 
as he fastened his handkerchief about her 
neck. Then the doctor took from his medi- 
cine case a little glass and a tube, poured 
some milk into the glass, and, as he held it, 
Sarah Jane slowly drank it through the 
tube. 

Helen laughed, and thought she might 
drink some, too, if she had a small glass and 
a tube like Sarah Jane used. 

Helen really got to like the milk, and she 
would ask for it every hour, but she could 
not drink it without the little glass tube. 

Harry Wagner had the measles, and did 
not want to take his medicine; so the doctor 
had to call in his assistant. 

“Sarah Jane, you show Harry how to 
take it, will you?” and she jumped up on a 
chair, opened her mouth, and the doctor 
gave her some out of a special bottle. Harry 
laughed and opened his mouth, and thought 
it great fun to take it every time the clock 
struck the hour. 

Charley Lewis had broken his leg by a 
fall, and when it was taken out of the cast, 
he was afraid to try to put his foot to the 
floor, for it hurt him every time he at- 
tempted to do so. 

“Well! Never mind today, Charlie; I’ll 
bring my assistant with me tomorrow, and 
she will show you how to do it.” 

The next morning the doctor and his as- 
sistant came to see Charlie. 

“Charlie, this is my assistant,” said the 
doctor. “Speak to Charlie, Sarah Jane.” 
Sarah Jane stood up on her hind feet and 
said, “Bow! wow! wow! wow!” which, the 
doctor said, meant, “How do you do?” 

“Now, Sarah Jane, show Charlie how you 
walk when you are lame.” And she started 
off on her two hind feet, limping a bit as 
she went. 

“You try it, Charlie, and see if you can do 
as well,” kindly urged the doctor. Charlie 
tried, and, though it hurt him some, he per- 
severed, and was soon able to run about as 
well as ever. 

All the boys and girls wanted the doctor 
to give them Sarah Jane, but he always 
said: “Come, Sarah Jane, we must go to 
some one else who needs us.”—Christian 
Advocate. 
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From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts Conference 


Fall River, May 30—The third group meet- 
ing under the auspices of the young people 
of our conference was held on Saturday 
afternoon and evening at the First Christian 
Church, at three o’clock, Rev. E. J. Bodman 
presiding. Rev. Walter S. Thomas conducted 
the devotional service. The general theme 
discussed was “Denominational Principles.” 
Addresses were made by Revs. H. M. Hainer, 
H. Arnold, F. H. Gardner, Thos. W. Kidd, Mrs. 
Arthur Millar, and Mrs. E. A. Chase. Rev. 
McD. Howsare also gave a most interesting 
address upon “Evangelism and Life Service.” 
Supper was served by the young people of 
the church; Rev. H. Russell Clem serving as 
toastmaster. Mr. Harry Jackson, organist of 
the church, had charge of the musical part of 
the program, and included solos sung by Mr. 
Wendell Clem. — On Monday, May 25, Rev. 
McD. Howsare, Secretary of the Department 
of Evangelism and Life Service, addressed the 
ministers of the city at their regular meeting. 
The address. was well received, and it is pleas- 
ing to note that several of the ministers 
present have requested that Brother How- 
Sare send them some of the literature used 
in his work. Kingdom Enlistment Week is 
being observed this week at the First Church 
with several of the other Christian churches 
in the vicinity co-operating.—E. J. Bodman, 
Field Secretary. 


Rockingham Conference 


Kittery Point, Me., June 1—May 27 was one 
of the red-letter days of our little church, as 
on that date Brother Hermon Eldredge, of 
Dayton, Ohio, was with us for a brief period. 
Through the courtesy of our church director 
of Christian Education, Mrs. Justin Sawyer, 
an invitation was extended to our neigh- 
boring churches to share the great privilege 
of hearing such an able and experienced 
speaker on the most important subject in this 
world—Christian education and the vital im- 
Portance of childhood training. Rev. Mr. 
Graham, of the Congregational Church, was 
present and participated in the exercises of 
the evening. Rev. Mr. Young, of the Baptist 
Church, was unable to attend, being on the 
sick list, but was ably represented by his 
family and others of his church, who heartily 
enjoyed and thoroughly appreciated with us 
the privilege of listening to such an efficient 
worker. Owing to the delay in receiving the 
time of Mr. Eldredge’s arrival, we were not 
able to have the round-table and open con- 
ference that we had anticipated having in the 
afternoon, but we doubt if our brother had a 
more attentive or appreciative audience in 
New England than the one that greeted him 
here, and it was the regret of every one pres- 
ent that he did not talk an hour longer.—- 
Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Turner, of Detroit, Mich., 
are passing the summer months with his 
brother, Rev. M. H. Turner, at the parsonage. 
— The regular monthly session of the official 
board was held at the parsonage Monday 
evening, June 1. The regular business was 
carried on and some new ideas for the future 
talked over. The next session will be held 
at the home of Elroy Moulton, June 29. — 
The many friends of Rev. Hamilton J. Flem- 
ing, who was our pastor a few years ago, 
were pleased to hear him again last Sunday 
from his former pulpit. Mr. Fleming made 
many sincere friends in the fifteen months 
he was with us and a cordial welcome ever is 
his throughout this community.—Amee. 


Lynn, Mass., June 1—We wish to report 
some of the activities of the Bethany Memo- 
rial Christian Church, Eastern Avenue, since 


January, 1925. Our Watch Night service 
was arranged with the East Lynn group of 
churches, including the Friends, Essex St. 
Baptist, St. Paul’s M. E., A. M. E. Colored, 
Disciples, and St. Luke’s M. E., the same be- 
ing held in our church. Following a devo- 
tional hour in which the pastors of the dif- 
ferent denominations participated, the meet- 
ing adjourned for a social hour. Lunch was 
provided by the ladies of the church. At 
eleven o’clock we assembled for Scripture 
reading, prayer, and a consecration service; 
and then from eleven-forty-five to twelve- 
thirty, Holy Communion was administered 
by five ministers of the group churches. The 
benediction pronounced by the pastor of the 
hostess church.—On New Year’s Sunday the 
pastor presented the church with a fine Eng- 
lish colored picture, “Hope of the World,” by 
Copping, to be hung in the vestry.—On Sun- 
day, January 11, a consecration and recog- 
nition service was held for the officers and 
teachers of the Church School. The gradua- 
tion exercises of the Church School scholars 
was held March 1, when diplomas were 
awarded to the graduates in the various de- 
partments. Four new classes were organized. 








{fr 
DOING THE IMPOSSIBLE 
TRETCH forth thine hand!"’ But 


that is just what he was unable 
to do. His hand was withered. His 
hand had hung there for years, a rebel 
to all the commands of the impossible! 
Yes, but the man obeyed. “He 
stretched it forth.” What he had been 
unable to do he did at the bidding of 
the King. 

Christ's commandments are always 
accompanied by adequate supplies of 
grace. His commandments are really 
inverted promises; every one is a true 
bond that the Lord will provide the 
needful power for its fulfilment. When 
we begin to obey we release the power, 
and we discover that the requisite 
ability has been given by the gracious 
Master who gave the call. 

Let us, therefore, not fear the decree 
of the Lord. If ‘‘his commandments are 
exceeding broad,” his love is exceeding 
deep. He will not mock our souls. 
He will not make us thirst, and then 
hold the water beyond our reach. He 
is faithful who called thee. Rise to 
obey, in all thy lameness, and thou 
shalt find that thy feet and ankle bones 
receive strength.—J. H. Jowett. 





} 

















—On March 24, an Old Folks’ concert was 
given by the members of the church, which 
netted seventy-five dollars profit for the 
mortgage fund.—Friday evening, April 3, a 
special service of preparation for Holy Week 
was held, at which time Miss Edith Hill, 
teacher of the Invincible Class, spoke on the 
ending of the old covenant and the beginning 
of the new.—Holy Communion was observed 
Good Friday evening, in which the pastor 
was assisted by Gustavus and M. Elizabeth 
Bee, both lay preachers preparing for the 
ministry. It was their first service in com- 
munion. This was followed by the illumi- 
nated cross service. Mr. Stanley gave a 
short address on “Trial and Crucifixion of 
Jesus,” and the pastor’s address was on “The 
Seven Last Words.” At the close of each a 
light on the cross was turned out, leaving 
the church in darkness but for a small light 
in the choir loft, as the people passed out.— 
On Easter Sunday three infants were conse- 
crated, one adult baptized, and three given 
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the right hand of fellowship. In the evening 
the Church School rendered a beautiful Eas- 
ter concert.—During the month of April the 
right hand of fellowship was given to one. 
One fine young man, not more than seven- 
teen years of age, decided to dedicate his 
life to the ministry.—The first Sunday in 
May, Holy Communion was administered in 
both morning and evening on Motkers’ Day. 
One especially impressive feature of this day 
was the flower service conducted by the pas- 
tor. A table in front of the pulpit was filled 
with pansies. Every child having a mother 
present filed down the aisle, selected his pan- 
sy, and as he did this the mother stood and 
the child went back and pinned the pansy 
over her heart. It was most impressive to 
note the tiny child to whom the moter had 
to kneel to receive the flower, and the young 
man who, after placing the flower, took his 
mother in his arms and kissed her.—Through 
a fund of the pastor’s, we recently purchased 
a slightly used upright piano with bench to 
match. This was much needed and will be 
used in the vestry. We use “Hymns for the 
Living Age” in our church worship, and 
“Victory Songs” in the Church School and 
prayer meetings.—Flora M. Neagles, Pastor. 


INDIANA 

Mooreland, May 30—Mothers’ Day was ap- 
propriately observed at our church May 10. 
An all-day service was held. Carnations were 
given to every one present at Sunday-school. 
At the noon hour a basket dinner was served 
in the basement. — On May 17, our pastor 
exchanged pulpits with Rev. Lloyd Reich, of 
Boston and Hannas Creek churches. We es- 
joyed having Brother Reich with us _ very 
much. — Last Tuesday afternoon was the 
regular business meeting of the Ladies’ Aid 
at the church. There were over fifty mem- 
bers present. The program consisted of 4 
memorial service in honor of our departed 
members. Our church was well represented 
at the quarterly conference in session at 
Losantville this week. Our pastor, Rev. 
Ernest Treber, is president of the conference. 
—Correspondent. 


Kitchel, June 3—Am spending a few days 
with my daughter and her husband, Rev. 
Lloyd Reich, who receives his A. B. degree 
from Earlham College.—My work is quite 
encouraging. Had good appointment and bap- 
tizing at Wabash third Sunday in May. We 
expect to hold at Wabash both Saturday and 
Sunday, June 20 and 21. Want to celebrate 
the twentieth anniversary of the founding 
of the church at Wabash, Illinois, on Satur- 
day. Brother Jacobs, of Olney, has agreed 
to be there Saturday. Others are invited. 
All-day service and picnic dinner, and prob- 
ably baptizing in the afternoon. Children’s 
Day on Sunday, June 21. Everybody invited. 
Had encouraging services at Riverton. Work 
there goes on encouragingly. Prayer meet- 
ings and Christian Endeavor are kept up as 
well as preaching. The sick of the commun- 
ity are also visited and prayed for. A. H. 
Bennett. 


Raintown, May 22—The young pegple of the 
Raintown Christian Sunday-school enter- 
tained their parents at a banquet held at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Omer Leak Saturday 
evening, May 16. Following the singing by 
the assembly and invocation by Rev. P. W. 
Hunsinger, Miss Loise Lowe sang a _ solo, 
“Silver Threads Among the Gold.” The par- 
ents were then ushered to the basement, the 
march played by Miss Lucille Ginn, led by 
two little girls carrying baskets of red and 
white carnations which were presented to 
the parents and which were worn by them in 
honor of mother living and dead. A very 
appetizing menu was served. During the re- 
past Brother Hunsinger gave a talk very 
appropriate to the occasion. A number of 





_— 


ee ee 

















THE HERALD 


readings were followed by special music. 
Sixty-five were present who departed for 
their homes at a late hour thinking of the 
excellent entertainment the young people had 
given them. — Mothers’ Day was observed on 
the third Sunday, since the pastor could not 
be with us on the regular day. A short pro- 
gram consisting of readings and special music 
was given, followed with a sermon by the 
pastor which was a very impressive service 
long to be remembered. Christian Endeavor 
and regular preaching services closed a good 
day for all. The evening text was “Let an- 
other man praise thee, not thine own mouth.” 
This stirring message was listened to and 
thoroughly enjoyed by an appreciative audi- 
ence. — The church work in general is mov- 
ing forward under the leadership of Brother 
Hunsinger, who is faithful to God and stands 
for what is right. We all desire that we 
may co-operate with him to the best of our 
ability. We are earnestly working together 
that the church may continue to do service 
for God and give him the glory for what has 
been accomplished. It is encouraging to note 
the progress. — The Christian Endeavor, with 
one of our young men as president, is pro- 
gressing nicely with deepening interest. 
There has been an increase in both church 
and Sunday-school attendance which is very 
encouraging. — Mrs. H. H. Gunn, eighty-seven 
years of age, the oldest member of our 
church residing at Indianapolis, has come to 
worship with us again. It is a great in- 
spiration to have her in our services. — Our 
Sunday-school with the other three schools 
of. the township are holding their first Daily 
Vacation Bible School. About twenty-five of 
our pupils are attending this school. Sunday, 
May 31, we will hold the township annual 
union Sunday-school meeting and convention. 
The evening session will be given to the com- 
mencement exercises of the D. V. B. S.—E. W. 


The’ Minister’s Wife 

GHE has not, so far as we have observed, 

been a theme for editors. In discussions 
concerning church and pastorate she has 
been for the most part ignored. In the 
interminable books and articles about the 
ministry and its problems there has been so 
little reference to the minister’s wife that 
one might almost assume that there had 
been a conspiracy of silence. 

Yet this silence in the Church at large 
has been in strong contrast with what has 
been happening in almost every local con- 
gregation. Here the minister’s wife has 
been an unfailing inspirer of conversation 
and comment. Her importance as a factor 
in the success or failure of the minister, 
as of the church, is thoroughly understood. 

In relation to the church the position of 
the minister’s wife is that of the straw 
boss reversed. The straw boss can neither 
hire nor fire, and the minister’s wife is 
neither hired nor fired. Yet the average 
church is apt to regard her with a pro- 
prietory interest, and she herself may wield 
an influence far more vital than that of 
any paid official. It is a strange relation- 
ship in which a great deal is apt to be ex- 
pected from her, but in which, likewise, any 
presumption upon her part, or any disposi- 
tion to do too much, may occasion disastrous 
results. Hers is a delicate situation de- 
manding the highest character and the 
finest judgment, and the woman capable of 
manifesting these is likely to be so sensitive 
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O Joy! 


(Q)PENING the morning’s mail a program of the Defiance Summer School for 

Ministers greeted the eye. Like a boy out for the first swim of the season, 
the writer was forced to say “Oh joy.” There are so many good things in this 
program that any pastor in the Defiance area who willfully misses this oppor- 
tunity for a most pleasant and exceedingly helpful vacation will be committing 
a@ grave crime. , 

Sharp tools make better workmen. New ideas and a rested body have the 
same effect on the minister. No church can make a better investment in so 
small amount as the twelve dollars and fifty cents that it will cost to send its 
pastor to Defiance, for it will, in a very real sense, make him into a new type 
of workman. 

The first part of the program particularly appeals to the writer. Dr. J. U. 
Newman has been holding one position for thirty-five years; through the entire 
history of Elon College he has been one of the most effective and best loved 
teachers, and this speaks volumes for anyone. As a teacher of Biblical Litera- 
ture he has few if any superiors. After listening to professors from different 
colleges and going through the divinity school of a great university, this scribe 
is led to say that for getting “meat for the soul” out of the Bible, Dr. New- 
man surpasses any man that he has heard. 

Nothing interests a farmer quite so much as to see a successful farm in 
operation. The greatest thrill for a baseball fan is a well played and exciting 
game of our national sport. To the man spending his life seeking to know and 
to impart to others the great revelations of God through his Word, there comes 
no more complete satisfaction than that which he receives while listening to 
new and greater revelations from this same source by a real expert in Biblical 


exegesis. 
July 7-16. 


Franklin, Ohio. 





Such a treat is in store for the minister who goes to Defiance 


EUGENE H. RAINEY. 
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that her position is at times almost in- 
tolerable. Unless an unusually strong will 
is matched with a spiritual vision and con- 
secration that have developed deep self-ab- 
negation the minister’s wife is subject to 
the temptations of depression and dis- 
couragement. Congregations occasionally 
feel an impulse to strengthen the faith and 
optimism of their minister, but how seldom 
is there the sense of any obligation or priv- 
ilege, to quicken the hopes and enthusiasms 
of the one upon whom the minister chiefly 
depends—his wife! 

It may be the expression of an ideal of 
old-fashioned dou. sticity, but despite the 
new freedom of woman’s own individuality, 
it must surely be said that the primary 
obligation of a minister’s wife is to her 
husband. If she fails in relation to him 
there cannot be compensating success any- 
where else. Even in relation to the church 
the highest service that she can render is 
that of a wife. Congregations do not al- 
ways appreciate this fact, or understand 
the loss to the minister when his wife and 
his home become public institutions. 


All over America today are discouraged 
ministers, and back of the discouraged min- 
ister will be found in most instances a dis- 
couraged wife. It is in her oftentimes that 
the root of the discouragement is found. It 
springs at times from unselfish motives. A 
woman who would endure much for herself 
is cut to the quick with sympathy for her 
husband as she sees his abilities and serv- 
ices inadequately recognized and requited. 
Inferior men pass him toward places of 
opportunity and preferment. He never 
comes quite to his own, or he sinks far be- 
neath that of which he is capable. He, him- 


self, may meet life’s disappointment with 
nobility. He has accepted the lot of the 
minister with a soldier’s courage and pa- 
tience. His personal Calvary has brought 
him nearer to his Lord, and it is enough for 
him that he be as his Master. But his wife 
is apt to feel in his behalf a sense of in- 
justice that if allowed to rankle soon breeds 
indignation, bitterness, and discouragement. 
If she be filled with personal ambition, or 
with dreams of greatness for her husband, 
and if she be not wise or restrained, her 
bitterness is apt in time to destroy her hus- 
band’s morale. This is no imaginary cir- 
cumstance; it is the tragedy of many a 
career devoted to high spiritual achieve- 
ment and that promised well. And the sad 
part of it is that even love and devotion 
can thus destroy through false ideals and 
ambitions the joy and glory which sacrifice 
and service bring to ministries humble in 
environment but of high purpose and 
saintly quality. 

A deeper danger, however, assails the 
wife who becomes too conscious of her hus- 
band’s weaknesses, and who experiences 
that personal disappointment which is a 
common tragedy of married life. This 
danger assails the great ministries as well 
as the lowly. Eminent and able ministers 
are not always free from deep personal 
faults and weaknesses. Such men are apt 
to have appreciative wives, but occasionally 
one finds a situation in which public success 
and plaudit are in contrast with belittle- 
ment at home. The great man’s wife has 
an air of superiority, a cynical and some- 
what sneering manner, as much as to say 
to every one, If you only knew! 

God help the minister whose wife has 
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discovered all his faults and weaknesses, 
but God help even more the wife in her 
discovery. It is a crucial moment, but if 
the danger is averted, it may become an 
occasion of sympathetic discernments and 
sacred confidences and encouragements. 

So, if there be any higher calling than 
that of the minister it is that of the min- 
ister’s wife. Hers is a cup of woe, of trial, 
and of glory. No burdens and responsi- 
bilities are greater than hers—not even the 
minister’s. Because her call and service 
are so high and holy, any failure is the more 
emphasized. The minister’s wife is an in- 
stitution of modern Protestantism—a noble 
institution. If Protestantism ever canonizes 
its saints, the foremost niche ought to be 
given to her who has best achieved her part 
as “the minister’s wife.”—The Congrega- 
tionalist. 


Give the Church a Chance 


T is a fact of human nature that the 
spectacular appeals to human beings, and 
produces action. It has been said that “suc- 
cessful selling demands psychological point 
of view.” That must be true, for a sale is 
an interaction between two persons. But 
in the selling of goods to the masses, the 
medium of present-day presentation to the 
community is through the medium of adver- 
tisements. The human mind can be lik- 
ened to a stream of thought, using James’ 
figure of speech consisting of the total of 
mental processes: ideas, sensations, feelings, 
volition, and actions. The aim in advertis- 
ing is to arrest the stream of thought, and 
cause the individual to consider the value 
of the thing advertised. 


A person need only glance at the papers 
and magazines of the present day to note 
the value of advertising. Millions of dol- 
lars are spent in this project. It must pay 
to advertise. If it is necessary for an or- 
ganization to advertise extensively in or- 
der to compete with other business firms, 
might we not conjecture that it is also nec- 
essary for the church to be placed before 
the public eye. The church loses ground 
by not using the means that modern psy- 
chology has proved brings results. But we 
wonder if the church has always been to 
blame. 

There are certain stages which the wise 
salesman uses in his sale. These might be 
called the stages in the progress of the sale. 
They are: gaining attention, arousing in- 
terest, creating desire, winning confidence, 
prompting action, and giving satisfaction. 
In advertising, the same effects should be 
produced in the reader of the advertise- 
ment. The church announcements must 
come up to these standards as well as other 
advertisements. A good advertisement 
placed in an obscure place is valueless. 

It is interesting to note the place and 
space given to the church announcements 
in most papers. It seems that the church 
locates its announcements in the non-psy- 
chological places. Church announcements 
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are generally found on the back page of 
the paper, crowded so together that they 
can hardly be found. 

There is certainly no organization in a 
community that a paper can as well afford 
to advertise rightly as the church. It 
seems to be traditional to give the. church 
announcements the left-over corners. It is 
about time to break away from traditions, 
and give prominence in relation to value to 
the community. The church is the only pre- 
sent-day organization that gives religious 
training. The home as a religious center 
is failing. There would be few children who 
would know anything about God if religious 
instruction were left to the home. All recog- 
nize the value of religion. If religion is 
valuable why not give it more consideration 
and recognition? A churchless community 
would not be a fit place in which to rear 
the brightest gems God has given to man— 
the children. 

Give the churches of the community a 
chance. Advertise them, boost them, and 
support them. In advertising the church 
one of the most worth-while, character- 
building projects in the community is 
helped. By co-operation the church life will 
be brought to the attention of the folks, in- 
terest will be aroused, desire fostered, con- 
fidence inspired, decisions made possible, 
and finally satisfaction won. Thus togeth- 
er we will unitedly pull for the church and 
the Kingdom work in the world.—Ralph E. 
Knudsen, in The Baptist. 


How a Battle Was Fought and Won 


DDIE, come and help me hunt the scis- 

sors,” called Mrs. Ellis. 

Eddie left his play and began to search 
the house over, but though he seemed an 
obedient boy, there was a guilty feeling in 
his heart, for he knew that he lost the 
scissors in the hay in the barn on the day 
before, and had been unable to find them. 

“Eddie, haven’t you had them today?” 

“No, ma’am.” 

“Can you remember when you had them 
last?” 

Eddie hesitated. Poor boy. He had not 
intended to tell an out and out lie, and he 
forgot that in God’s sight it is as much a 
sin to act a lie as to tell one. “If I tell 
her I had them in the barn she will think 
that I ought to have told her before,” he 
thought. Conscience whispered, “You have 
been doing wrong. Tell the truth now.” 
Satan whispered, “Tell her ‘No.’ She will 
never find out.” 

“No, said Eddie, 
lately.” 

Just then a neighbor called, and Eddie 
was glad enough to get out of the house. 
He tired to go back to his play, but he did 
not enjoy it. 

Mother Ellis stood at the door taking 
leave of her caller. Mr. Ellis called from 
the barn, “Wife, come here,” and held up 
the missing scissors. 

“Where could they have come from?” ex- 
claimed Mrs. Ellis. 


I haven’t had ’em 
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The Ministers’ School 


at Defiance 
BY DEAN ENDERS 


THE folder containing program and 
announcements of the Defiance 
Summer School for Ministers, July 7 
to 16, will be ready for mailing in a 
few days. If you are an active pastor 
living within Defiance territory, a copy 
will be sent to you soon. If for any 
reason it fails to reach you, please 
write me at once and another copy will 
be sent you. For the purposes of the 
Ministers’ School, Defiance territory 
consists of the Christian churches 
within the Province of Ontario, and 
the States of New York, New Jersey, 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, Kentucky, 
Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, and Illinois. 

Are you a member of the Christian 
Church, or of its Endeavor Society? 
If you are, you will want to read the 
following letter: 


Ridgeville, Indiana, May 25, 1925. 
Dean George C. Enders, 
Defiance, Ohio. 


Dear Sir: 

I am a member of the Clear Creek 
Christian Church and of the Christian 
Endeavor. We have a country church 
with a membership of seventy-five, and 
our Endeavor numbers about sixteen 
young people. 

Our Endeavor is interested in doing 
something for the Master and forward- 
ing Christ’s Kingdom on earth. We saw 
the announcement of the Pastors’ 
School at Defiance and we decided that 
perhaps we could make it possible for 
our minister to go. We would like to 
know the cost of sending our pastor 
there during the school which begins 
July 7 to 16. We would also like to 
have a program and full particulars. He 
is a very fine man and we enjoy his 
spiritual life and his conipanionship 
very much. 

Please send us all the information 
that you think it is necessary for us 
to have. 

Yours for work in Christ’s Kingdom, 

(Miss) Nilah B. Harlan. 


In replying to this inspiring letter 
I wrote the following: 


Defiance, Ohio, May 29, 1925. 


Miss Nilah B. Harlan, 

Ridgeville, Indiana. 
Dear Miss Harlan: 

I am delighted to receive your letter. 
I wish one hundred charches would do 
just what you are proposing to do. I 
am sure that they would find it an iIn- 
vestment that would return thirty, 
sixty, and even a hundredfold. I know 
your pastor will appreciate’ this 
thoughtful kindness upon the part of 
your church and Endeavor Society. It, 
doubtless, will be a great inspiration to 
him. 

As you will see by the enclosed pro- 
gram, all the necessary expenses for 
ear fare, registration, board and room 
rent, will be provided by the Home 
Mission Board and Defiance College, ex- 
cept $12.50. Therefore, all you will have 
to raise in order for your pastor to at- 
tend the school here will be $12.50. 

Hoping that your example in this 
matter will be followed by many other 
churches and Endeavor Societies, I am 
taking the liberty of sending a copy of 
your letter to The Herald of Gospel 
Liberty. 

Kindly yours, 
George Christian Enders. 











“T saw Eddie have them up here last 
night, and he must have lost them in the 
hay,” returned the husband. 

Mrs. Ellis walked slowly back to the 
house, and closing the door, she prayed very 
earnestly for wisdom to deal with her 
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naughty child. Rising from her knees she 
took some lay ¢ sheets of fine manila 
wrapping paper and a stick of charcoal 
and printed on one piece, “Lie not one to 
another,” and on the other, “Lying lips are 
an abomination to the Lord.” Taking them 
to her little boy’s bedroom, she pinned them 
above his favorite pictures. 

Calling him quietly, she placed her 
finger on his lips, giving him to understand 
that he was not to speak, led him into the 
bedroom, opened the bed for him and told 
him to undress, tucked him in gently and 
kissed his forehead and cheeks, but said 
sorrowfully, “You have made your lips 
dirty. They can not be kissed,” and left 
him alone. 

There was a great battle fought in that 
room, for Satan was trying to get the mas- 
tery, as he had when he persuaded Eddie to 
tell the lie. The Holy Spirit was there, too, 
telling him that he was a sinner. He tried 
to forget it all, but,whichever way he looked, 
the texts on the wall seemed to stare down 
on him and remind him that he was a liar. 

It was a very unhappy boy that Mrs. Ellis 
found two hours later. Alone she had been 
wrestling with God in prayer that he might 
show her boy his sin, and that he might 
truly be sorry, and for wisdom to teach 
him that he would come to Christ that day. 

Sitting down beside him, she told him of 
the heavenly home that God has prepared 
for his people, and then read Rev. 22:14, 15. 

“You see, Eddie, it is only those who do 
God’s commandments who will go to heaven. 
I don’t know how soon my boy will be taken 
away from me—how long God will let you 
live—but I wish I might feel sure that you 


are ready for heaven now. You can never 
go to heaven with the stain of this lie on 
you, for it says, he who loves and makes a 
lie is outside the gates of the city, and 
that means heaven.” 

“Mamma,” sobbed the boy, “I’ve done 
other bad things, too. What shall I do! 
What shall—I do!” 

“Ask God to forgive them all, my child. 
This is the only thing that you can do. If 
you truly as him, he will forgive all your 
sins—wash them and make you fit for 
heaven.” 

“TI have been so naughty, mamma, I don’t 
believe he will.” 

“Yes, he will, my boy, for he says in his 
Word, ‘Him that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out.’ You must believe that God 
will do as he says he will, for it is a worse 
sin than a lie if you do not believe his 
promise.” 

“He knows all about it, doesn’t he? Will 
he forgive me if I ask him, mamma?” 

“Yes, he will. Don’t you want them all 
washed away and your heart all clean— 
your lips, too?” 

“Yes, I do.” 

“Do you believe he can forgive you?” 

“Yes, and I am going to ask him to. Lord 
Jesus, you know how naughty I’ve been, and 
you know how sorry I am. I want to be 
your little boy now. Won’t you please to 
make my lips all clean so mamma can kiss 
them, and make my heart clean, too? Won’t 
you take all my sins away?” 

He lay perfectly quiet for a few minutes 
with his hands covering his face, and then 
softly said, “Thank you, Lord Jesus! 
Amen.”—Christian Witness. 


When Love Fails Not 


BY HELEN M. BEATTY 


“They said that Love would die when Hope 
was gone ; 
“Wan mourned long and sorrowed after 
At last ‘she sought out Memory and they trod 
The same old paths where Love had walked 
with Hope 
And Memory fed the soul of Love—with 
tears.” 
HE last whistle had blown and the 
T sailors were hurriedly pulling up the 
gangplank of the Gule Jemal. The 
boilers were steaming to their full capacity 
as the great ship, like a spirited horse, took 
to the water on her voyage to the U. S. A. 
A frail little woman of threescore years, 
with gray hair, a sweet, sad face, and dark 
brown eyes, which bespoke a nation’s five 
hundred years of suffering,. was giving a 
long, farewell look at the shores of the 
Bosporus. For five months she had 
journeyed over the broken roads of the de- 
vastated and war-torn towns and villages of 
the interior, hardly being able to obtain 
bread enough to keep her from fainting. 
But her spirit was unbroken—the indomit- 
able spirit of Armenia. Her eyes now 
seemed fastened on the disappearing shores 
as the stretch of blue water grew wider. 


But she saw farther than the shore, away 
back into the past, when life seemed full of 
promise. 

Had not her husband been one of the 
most beloved men of their city, and had not 
their home radiated peace and love for all 
who sought its solace? There their children 
had been born. Their laughter and the joy 
of living, as they grew up amid the gardens 
and vineyards, had made light the mother’s 
heart for her labor of love, and she had 
stitched away on their garments far into 
the night, for she had great ambitions for 
her children. 

The two eldest had attended the Ameri- 
can school in Armenia, and there had re- 
ceived visions of high callings. Never be- 
fore had the nation had greater need for 
leaders. Then Dicran had crossed the At- 
lantic, had returned with his degree of 
doctor of philosophy to become a teacher of 
teachers. The daughters had also gone to 
America for their training that they might 
return and devote their lives to the educa- 
tion of the womanhood of their land. The 
youngest son, Ara, as he had sat by his 
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mother’s side had also begun to see visions. 
She remembered now how hard it had 
seemed to have him to go—but was she not 
giving her four children to serve Armenia 
and the ideals which had kept that nation 
alive during the five hundred years of 
tyranny under the Turkish yoke? 

Then passed before her eyes—completely 
hiding her view—the great black cloud of 
of 1915. Massacre, deportation, and star- 
vation; she had faced them all. In the be- 
ginning her husband and sons had been de- 
ported and slain with all the other promi- 
nent.men of the place, though the ransom 
had been paid on their lives with the fam- 
ily savings of a lifetime. Her home was 
pillaged and she had undergone the hard- 
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ships of deportation with the rest of the 
women and children of the city. 

After several years of wandering she had 
made her way back to the ruins of the city 
from which she had been deported. Wearily 
she had sat down on a rock which had once 
been the threshold of her home. She had 
felt numb and cold. It had seemed as 
though her sons and their father were 
calling her. For a long time she had not 
moved. Then she had taken her worn Bible 
out from the folds of her dress, and her 
eyes had fallen upon the words of Jesus: 
“Woman, why weepest thou?” 

She then had felt a new warmth and 
strength within her. “Surely Christ is with 
me’’—the comforting thought had come. 
“Has he not said, ‘Lo, I am with you al- 
ways, even unto the end of the world?’” 

A gentle hand had been laid on her 
shoulder. Looking up she had seen an 
American friend standing beside her. 
“Mother, I have news for you,” she had 
said, handing her a letter. It was from her 
girls! With trembling fingers and tear- 
filled eyes she opened the envelope and read. 
They had earned enough for her passage 
to America in case she should be found, it 
said, and were working almost day and 
night to prepare a home for her. They also 
needed a home, but that home would be in- 
complete without their mother. 

The letter had been laid aside. Thoughts 
had come fast. Could she at the age of 
threescore years cross the great ocean 
which she had never seen? Could she go 
to a strange country and meet strange 
people? Her body was weak and her heart 
was broken. Perhaps she had better die 
in her homeland. Then her eyes had fallen 
again on the lines of the letter, “We need 
a home, and that sacred place is impossible 
without our mother and her love.” She 
had folded the letter, and turning to her 
friend with a new light in her eyes she had 
said: “I am starting for America. My girls 
need their mother.” 

The tedious land journey was over. 
Twilight was settling over the waters as the 
Gule Jemal steamed on and land was long 
out of sight before the little mother’s vision 
of the past reached the present. For weeks 
the days came and went, some calm and 
others stormy, until one day the Gule Jemal 
came into New York harbor. 

You can imagine the eager eyes of this 
mother scanning the hundreds of strange 
faces at the pier for her daughters, whom 
she had not seen for ten years. Imagine the 
joy of the girls as they recognized their 
mother coming down the gangplank! The 
whole tragedy of ten years came over them 
as they embraced each other. The girls 
wept, but not this Madonna of Armenia. 
She looked into their faces and said, “See 
children, I am smiling, why can’t you?” 

New York City. 

oO 


“A great many people pray for a strong 
leader, who would not dare to follow him if 
he were to appear.” 
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The Temptation 
(Continued from page nine) 


should he begin? Who would listen? Would 
they listen? Hadn’t he perhaps made a 
mistake? 

Satan, says the narrative, tempted him, 
saying: “You are hungry; here are stones. 
Make them into bread’—the temptation of 
material success. It was entirely unneces- 
sary for him to be hungry ever. He had a 
good trade. He knew well enough that his 
organizing ability was better than his fa- 
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THE CHRISTIAN’S DAILY DOZEN 
FIRST, turn your heart to God for grace 


Before you look on any face. 
Next, breathe a word of thankful greeting 
To him who watched while you were 
sleeping. 
Now, if you find this hard to do, 
Invoke your will to help you through; 


Just clinch your hands or turn your head. 
’Twill drive the night mists from your bed. 


Next say a verse or hum an air 
To make an atmosphere of prayer. 


At length, when mind is keenly turning, 
Repeat some new verse you are learning. 


Then it will surely clear your vision 
To voice in words, the day's decision; 


To talk with Christ about your work, 
For heaven can never bless a shirk. 


And now, prepared the day to meet, 
Arise and stand upon your feet. 


Then, from the table while you're dressing, 
Glean something from the Book of Blessing; 


And, for the climax of all motion 
Fail not to kneel in sweet devotion. 


So go you forth with smile to greet 
The first and every heart you meet; 


And all day long your soul will thrive, 
And you'll thank God that you're alive. 
—Ralph S. Cushman. 
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ther’s. He could build up a far more suc- 
cessful business and acquire comfort and 
wealth. Why not? 

Satan comes in again, according to the 
narrative, taking him up into a high moun- 
tain and showing him the kingdoms of the 
world. “All these,” said Satan, “can be 
yours, if you will only compromise.” 

He could go to Jerusalem and enter the 
priesthood; that was a sure road to distinc- 
tion. He could do good in that way, and 
have the satisfaction of success as well. Or 
he might enter the public service, or go out 
for political leadership. There was plenty 
of discontent to be capitalized, and he knew 
the farmer and the laborer; he was one of 
them; they would listen to him. 

For forty days and nights the fight went 
on, but once settled it was settled forever. 
When he came out of the wilderness there 
was a new note in his voice, a new assur- 


JUNE 11, 1925 


ance in his manner. He had made his de- 
cision. In that hour Jesus the son of the 
carpenter died; and Jesus who for three 
years was to grow in self-confidence until 
he could say, “Be of good cheer, I have over- 
come the world,” was born and began to 
work. 

Success is always exciting; we never 
grow tired of asking what and how? What, 
then, were the principal elements in his 
power over men? How was it that the boy 
from a country village became the great 
leader? What has he to teach us in our 
handling of human beings? 

First of all he had the voice and manner 
of the leader—the personal magnetism 
which begets loyalty and commands respect. 
The beginnings of it were present in him 
even as a boy. John felt them. On that 
day when John looked up from the river 
where he was baptizing converts and saw 
Jesus standing on the bank, he drew back 
in protest. “I have need to be baptized of 
thee,” he exclaimed, “and comest thou to 
me?” The lesser man recognized the great- 
er instinctively. 

We speak of personal magnetism as 
though there were something mysterious 
about it—a magic quality bestowed on one 
in a thousand and denied to all the rest. 
This is not true. The essential element in 
personal magnetism is a consuming sincer- 
ity—an everwhelming faith in the impor- 
tance of the work one has to do. Emerson 
said, “What you are thunders so loud I 
can’t hear what you say.” And Mirabeau 
watching the face of the young Robespierre 
exclaimed, “That man will go far; he be- 
lieves every word he says.” 


Most of us go through the world men- 
tally divided against ourselves. We won- 
der whether we are in the right jobs, wheth- 
er we are making the right investments, 
whether, after all, anything is as important 
as it seems to be. Our enemies are those of 
our own being and creation. Instinctively 
we wait for a commanding voice, for one 
who shall say authoritatively, “I have the 
truth. This way lies happiness and salva- 
tion.” There was in Jesus supremely that 
quality of conviction. It transformed the 
country carpenter into the sublime Teacher 
of authority—Printed by Permission From 
The Woman’s Home Companion. 


When I see the way some poor families in 
New York have to live with such conditions 
of ill health .-and misery as few people 
dream ... and then think of the thousands 
in the city who live careless, useless, futile, 
frittered lives with time for business, dress, 
bridge, golf, dance, theater, and automobile, 
but who never sacrificially think of their 
brothers living in an earthly hell or of 
children robbed of childhood’s heritage, I 
sometimes wonder how God Almighty in his 
infinite patience lets our miserable lives go 
on.—Harry Emerson Fosdick. 











